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COURERS SECTS INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


NICARAGUAN PSC HEAD SUPPORTED BY VENEZUELANS, PANAMANJANS 

Jarquin's Eight-Point Attack 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 26 Sep 83 p 1,12 
[Text] Agustin Jarquin Anaya proposed eight specific points related to the 
electoral question during the ceremony ending the Tenth Congress of the Social 
Christian Party [PSC], which concluded yesterday noon at their central head- 


quarters, 


The Tenth Congress included participation by brother organizations from Vene- 
zuela and Panama. 


The central headquarters’ auditorium was crowded with rank and file from the 
various departments. 


Messages of Solidarity 


Juan Jose Monsanto, leader of the Christian Democratic Party of Venezuela 
(COPEL), read a message of solidarity from Dr. Eduardo Fernandez. 


Eudoro Gonzalez likewise read a letter from Dr. Aristides Calvani, president 
of the Christian Democratic Organization of America (ODCA). 


Dr. Ricardo Arias Calderon, candidate for president of Panama and president 
of the ODCA, expressed the solidarity of his country's Social Christians with 
the struzgle being waged by the Nicaraguan Social Christian Party. 


Messages From the Social Christians of the World 
Messages of solidarity wer. read from the various Christian Democratic parties 
of the world, who identified with the Social Christian Party's struggle for 


political pluralism, a mixed economy, and public freedoms. 


In conclusion, Dr. Duilio Baltodano, president of the congress, swore in the 
new Social Christian leaders. 


He also gave awards of recognition to people who had distinguished themselves 
in party activities. 














[he Eight Points 

The specific proposals on national policy proposed by PSC national president 
Agustin Jarquin Anaya during the closing ceremony of the Tenth Congress, in the 
awareness that the Nicaraguan people do not want either Somoza-style or Cuban- 
style elections, are: 


1. To declare that up to the present time the public does not have confidence 
about future free elections. 


2, To continue the popular demand that free elections be held in Nicaragua. 


5. To continue support for the position of moving up elections of national 
authorities to 1984 and to stick to the government decision to begin the elec- 
toral process in January of the next year. 


4. To urge the Government Junta to make a statement to overcome the lack of 
confidence in the possibility of free elections, caused by repeated statements 
of government spokesmen. 


5. To demand easing of the State of Emergency, making it possible to overcome 
the lack of freedom of expression, union freedom, freedom of organization and 
political mobilization. 


6. To demand greater speed in the preparation, discussion, and approval of 
laws having to do with elections. 


/. To demand that the Government Junta immediately free our Social Christian 
comrades Francisco Rodriguez, Feliciano Polanco, Julio Kamon Montes, Eusebio 
Garcia, and Cristobal Martinez, and other political prisoners unjustly jailed. 


8, And today we include our demand that the Sandinist National Liberation Front 
[PFSLN] government ratify without delay the "Document of Goals" prepared by the 
Contadora Group during its recent meeting, a document that has already been 
ratified by Costa Rica. 


Comments Analyzed 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 26 Sep 83 pp 1,5 


[Text] The Social Christian and Social Democratic Parties held their Tenth 
Congress and the fourth anniversary of their founding, respectively, with cere- 
monies of 300 persons each, with a conspicuous absence of condemnations of the 
military aggression Nicaragua is suffering, and with an abundance of attacks 

on the Sandinist revolution and the defense tasks for the fatherland. 


In particular, it was notable that the PSC secretary general, Agustin Jarquin, 
in criticizing the Law on Patriotic Military Service, announced that his party 
would carry out a “campaign of active nonviolence", without specifying what 
that would consist of. 














On its part, the Social Democrats, with the attentive and vigilant gaze of 
Ambassador Quainton, renewed their call for a line of struggle to return to 
civilian rule, but expressed opposition to the Law on Political Parties and 
declared themselves essentially defeated in the 1985 elections, saying that 
certainly the strength of the FSLN would be increased in the elections. 


The Tenth Congress of the Social Christian Party ended yesterday with a violent 
speech by its president, Agustin Jarquin Anaya, against the Sandinist People’s 
Kevolution. 


Jarquin was accompanied in his diatribes against the revolutionary process by 
some of the foreign guests who presided over the ceremony yesterday in PSC 
headquarters, attended by no more than 300 persons. 


In the Social Christian president's speech as well as those of the guests, des- 
pite the verbal violence against the Sandinist Front and the revolutionary 
government, not one condemnation of the attacks on Nicaragua from abroad was 
heard, 


Among, the demands released by Jarquin in the name of the new PSC National Execu- 
tive Committee, is the holding of free elections, announced by the revolu- 
tionary government 3 years ago, and the preparation of laws on elections, a 
process the Council of Government began with the Law on Political Parties, and 
is continuing with the establishment of a commission to prepare the Election 
LAW. 


Jarquin also demanded "easing" of the State of National Emergency, without 
considering the reasons that brought it about, and the freeing of five members 
of his party, some of wiiom were jailed for counterrevolutionary activities, and 
others [who are] under investigation on the same charges. 


Guests 


Among the foreign guests were the secretary of international relations of the 
Venezuelan Social Christian Party (COPEL), Juan Jose Monsant. 


"The PSC has a political space from which it fights and which it has the obli- 
gation to keep," said Monsant in his brief speech. 


Kudoro Gonzalez, also Venezuelan, speaking as the representative of Aristides 
Calvani, raised the tone of the foreign guests’ speeches when he stated that 
the PSC had to “break the chains that are holding this people back from achiev- 
ing justice and peace", in an allusion to the Sandinist People’s Revolution. 


The Venezuelan Social Christian also took the opportunity to attack social 
democracy, especially former president Carlos Andres Perez, whom he accused 

of supporting those he called the Marxist-Leninist armed forces in Central 
America, referring to liberation movements struggling against the dictatorships 
on the Isthmus. 


Ww 




















Panamanian Ricardo Arias Calderon, president of the Christian Democratic Organi- 
zation of Central America, apologized to PSC members who are jailed for parti- 
cipating in counterrevolutionary activities, and issued violent attacks against 
the revolution. 


fhe Panamanian politician also criticized the institutionalization process in 
Nicaragua, and stated that the country "need not turn itself into a hosptial, 
prison, or cemetery, but rather into a democracy." 


The new National Executive Council of the PSC includes: president, Agustin 
Jarquin; first vice president, Erick Ramirez; second vice president, Azucena 
Ferrey; third vice president, Filiberto Sarria; secretary general, Luis Vega 
Miranda; deputy secretary general, Julio Ramon Garcia; and treasurer, Fanor 
Avendano, 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


SALVADORAN~PANAMANIAN TRADE AT IMPASSE 
ADES Leaders Pessimistic 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 18 Oct 83 pp 3, 27 


[Text] Trade between El Salvador and Panama has been at a standstill 
for 6 months now, and there are no prospects that it will pick up again; 
in fact, the problem is growing more serious. 


This is what LA PRENSA GRAFICA was told by officials of the Association 

of Distributors of El Salvador (ADES), who explained that the two governments 
are showing a regrettable lack of interest in resolving the "impasse" 

that is hurting thousands of families in both Cuscatlan and Panama 

who benefit from this trade. 


They contended that Panamanian authorities (in the Foreign Trade Ministry) 
had promised several months ago to resolve the problem, which they 

said was getting worse. At the moment, no Salvadoran products are 
entering Panama, and no goods from Panama are coming into El Salvador. 


The members of ADES, who represent several Panamanian companies in 

El Salvador, stated that thousands of Salvadoran families (salesmen, 
promoters, truckers, advertisers, laborers, etc) depend on this trade 
and that when the goods do not arrive from Panama, the workers employed 
to market them of course have to be laid off. 


The same goes for Salvadoran products, which cannot be exported to 
Panama because that nation has banned the importation of all Salvadoran 
goods. 


Salvadoran exporters recently stated that the Salvadoran Government's 

move to restrict the entry of Panamanian products was in response to 
Panama's refusal to accept Salvadoran exports and that the reasons 

it cited were completely invalid in light of the major benefits that 

each country would gain from an open market with just routine restrictions 
on trade. 


One of the reasons for shutting off trade was a debt that a Panamanian 
distributor owed our country, but it was learned that the debt had 
been settled. 




















A representative of Panamanian private enterprise who holds a managerial 
position in the famous David Fair emphasized at the meeting of Salvadoran 
exporters that because Panama is aservices-oriented country that produces 
almost nothing, it needs Salvadoran goods and that El Salvador needs 

to sell its manufactures. Therefore, he saw no reason why a reciprocal 
agreement could not be reached over the next few days. 


In this regard he stated that the number one post in this field, that 
of economy minister, was held by an industrialist, Carlos Hofman, who 
understands the problem, which will have to be resolved between the 
two governments as soon as possible. 


Speaking for the Salvadoran Government, Foreign Trade Undersecretary 
Dr Jose Ernesto Recinos stated that the problem would be taken care 
of in the next few days, but he did not specify through what measures 
or under what agreements with Panamanian authorities. 


Panama has traditionally exported clothing, sardines and cosmetics 
to our country, while El Salvador has shipped towels, pencils, brooms, 
etc to Panama. 


Negotiations Under Way 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 12 Oct 83 pp 2, 27 


[Text] "The bilateral treaty between El Salvador and Panama is being 
worked out, and we hope to boost our trade soon," stated Dr Jorge Ernesto 
Recinos, the undersecretary of foreign trade, at the National Handicrafts 
Market. 


A warm welcome was extended yesterday to the representatives of Panama 
who are here to invite El Salvador to the David International Fair 

(in Panama's Chiriqui Province) to be held from 16 to 25 March of next 
year. 


The manager of the fair, Mr Rene Silvera, and his colleague, Omar Valdes, 
said they were confident that the recent trade problems between the 

two countries would soon be resolved, inasmuch as the new Panamanian 
authoricies are aware, they said, of how important this trade is to 

both nations. 


The officials held a working meeting yesterday morning with the Salvadoran 
representatives of COEXPORT, to whom they extended an invitation to 
the major international fair. 


Present at the gathering were Dr Rolando Monterrosa from COEXPORT and 
members of the Salvadoran Association of Industrialists (ASI), Messrs 
Edga’ Mejia and Manuel Gallardo Aguilar, who personally outlined the 
restrictions that have been imposed on exporters in Panama. 

















Attending yesterday's noon banquet was Dr Kecinos, who explained that 
the problem was on the verge of being resolved through government-to- 
government talks. 


Discussing the country's handicrafts industry, which gave the banquet 

in the Panamanian delegation’s honor, he stated that "craftsmen have 
long been neglected and gone without assistance because handicrafts have 
heen regarded as entertainment, not as an activity that can raise the 
people's Living standard.” 


fe asserted that fortunately the attitude has changed and that craftsmen 
are now making a significant contribution to reducing unemployment. 


Handicrafts have been exhibited at most of the international fairs 
in David, Panama and are in great demand there. 


The foreign trade undersecretary said that “we see craftsmen as a solution, 
not as a problem. What artesans need," he added, "is decisive support 

from the government, and for this reason ever since we became part 

of the Unity Government, we have made unstinting efforts to give them 

our every support. We want to make our presence felt wherever cottage 
industry exists. 





"We have strived,” he stated, “to help all of the country's craftsmen. 


We want to improve their production methods, to get them raw materials 
at low prices and, in particular, to provide financing for all of them 
who have the ability and the capacity to produce but who cannot afford 


to,” Dr Recinos, the foreign trade undersecretary, said in conclusion. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ECUADOREAN ASSISTANCE--El Salvador feels that the sea can help it to 
overcome its economic and food crisis, it was reported during the visit 

by Dr Diego Paredes, Ecuador's director general of sovereignty. Dr 
Paredes and Ur Hugo Llanos, the legal secretary general of the Standing 
Commission of the South Pacific and also a representative of the Ecuadorean 
Government, met in our country with various officials, including the 
minister of agriculture and livestock, Miguel Muyshondt Yudice. The 
Ecuadorean Government plans to provide technical assistance to El Salvador 
in the area of fishing, which is one of its main sources of foreign 
exchange thanks to its high catch capacity. Dr Diego Paredes said 

that in exchange El Salvador could furnish technical assistance to 

Ecuador in the field of geothermal energy, inasmuch as our country 

is one of the most highly developed in Latin America in this technology. 
They also stated that the countries of Latin America have enormous 
economic and food potential in their 200-mile economic zones, the law 

of the sea concept that the United Nations approved in April 1982. 

With the Punta Gorda fishing port in La Union, El Salvador will reap 
enormous benefits from tuna fishing, an area in which Ecuador has offered 
to cooperate in every way. [Text] [San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in 

Spanish 15 Oct 83 p 4] 8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES OUTLINE THEIR GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 9 Oct 83 p 8 
[Article by Carlos Chagag] 


[Text] Aureliano Chaves, Mario Andreazza and Paulo Maluf have arrived coin- 
cidentally at the same conclusion this week: in order to win the presidency 
of the republic, they cannot simply chase the votes of the Social Democratic 
Party (PDS) convention delegates, seek the preference of General Joao 
Figueiredo or accredit themselves among segments of society. Without dis- 
regarding those aims, or even in order to achieve them, they are realizing 
that it is necessary to show themselves: to say what they are after, or 
will be after if they are successful; to begin to put forward basic ideas, 
plans and programs; to present themselves according to their principal charac- 
teristics; not only those they possess but those they plan to demonstrate in 
the performance of their administrative duties. 


This reporter talked at length with all three last Wednesday and Thursday in 
Brasilia. More than wanting to know how their campaigns are going, he wanted 
to learn their basic features: what they propose to do or establish. All 
agreed show glimpses of the future, or how they imagine the future if they 
reach the presidency. Maluf wants to preserve the “establishment” and be- 
lieves that the country needs an efficient administrator. He will invite 
businessmen into the cabinet. Andreazza speaks of the importance of restoring 
growth and of changing the social structures through basic reforms. He will 
have PDS ministers. Aureliano stresses that only through consensus, with a 
government of national convergence will anyone succeed in administering the 
country and emerging from the crisis. He will form a national reconciliation 
cabinet. 


The minister of the interior, the vice president of the republic and the former 
governor of Sao Paulo, their positions guarded, recognizing the still restric- 
ted and casuistic rules of the succession game, are the candidates. There is 
no point in advising, denying, arguing or protesting, much less wishing that 

it were not so. It is. Whether the reader leans toward one or none, there 

is no way of failing to recognize that the winds will place one of them in 
Planalto Palace in March 1985 if unforeseen factors do not appear. And, at 
least, before they do, it is worth trying to introduce them journalistically. 














Aurellano Wants To Consult Soctlety 


Vice President Aurellano Chaves believes that the main characteristics of 

the future president of the republic must be that of yoverning with the 
various soclal segments. Figuelredo's successor will have to result not only 
from the convergence of the aspirations and support of soclety but will have 
to administer and decide that way. In other words, he must conduct a yovern- 
ment of consensus with the cabinet made up of representatives of varted 
groups, not only from the PDS, 


In his opinion, there cannot be any difference between the qualities demanded 
of the candidate and the philosophy that will yovern the action of the new 
president, Without that, nobody will succeed in governing and overcoming 
crises and obstacles, Despite the importance and prestige merited by the 
MDS, it will not be possible to govern with it alone, a national administra- 
tion beiny indispensable. 


Aurelilano Chaves does not deny his aspiration to become the new president 
but with his usual frankness, he makes the point that if it is not through 
convergence, he 1s not interested, He wants to become the chief executive 
in order to achleve something and any achlevement can only become possible 
through consensus for selection, investiture and action, He does not con- 
wider himself to be the exclusive bearer of that quality. He acknowledges 
that another name may be In an even better position and he 1s ready to 
support it, provided that Lt arises from broad agreement and expresses 
yeneral confidence, Austerity and social reforms are also part of his List, 
and he does not accept the criticism of adversaries who point to him as 
someone more concerned with containing and balancing the domestic and 
foreign accounts than with development, And he plans to reply with deeds 
not words, recalling his administration in Minas Gerais, Suffice it to 

ask the Minas union leaders how he behaved in the social area while he 
occupled Liberdade Palace, Social reforms involve programs less than action, 
In his words, If promises or rhetoric replaced deeds, the best government 

in the world would be conducted on the basis of the Lello Universal Encyclo- 
pedia, which has definitions and answers to everything. 


Without appearing aggressive, Aureliano is firm in his ideas, ‘To be a candi- 
date, any pretender needs to have national trust, politicaleparty support and 
military acceptance, He belleves he has the three factors but if by chance 
he is not the one nominated and he lacks the requisites which he summarizes 
in the word convergence, he will not hesitate to pursue his position. In the 
possible event, for example, of the PDS nominating someone without broad 
national support, despite considering himself a party man, loyal and faithful 
to the organization, he will take an opposiny position. It 1s early for 
speculation, but it leads to the possibllity of seeking other supraparty 
solutions after the PDS convention in the electoral college. He does not 
accept a PDS dissociated from the nation, and he has already made up his 

mind between the latter and the former, 


For the time being, Aureliano 1s awaiting the results of the coordination work 
of General Joao Figuelredo, a man he trusts, He does not listen to intrigues 


LQ 














that come and yo without affecting his thinking. He recalls that he first 
talked to Figuetredo at the Torto Kanch during the president's convalescence 
about the need for a broad consultation of society, not only limited to the 
POS, Later, he traveled to Minas, making that opinion public at the Belo 
Horizonte airport. A day later in his Tres Pontas ranch in the southern part 
of the state, he received the call from Minister Leitao de Abreu to come to 
brasilia to meet with the president. He came and was very pleased because 
Viyuelredo began the dialogue saying that he had thought and decided after all 
to extend the consultations to other segments of society and that he could not 
begin the process without first informing him. He related that first the 

’DS yovernors would be sounded out, then party leaders, both in and out of 
office, Then would come the turn of representatives of various social segments 
whom the president did not specify and it did not behoove him to ask. Final- 
ly, Fiyuelredo expressed the desire to consult the opposition through their 
yovernors. He did not mention which ones. 


The vice president replied that he did not even have to comment upon anything. 
His thinking was exactly the same and he was pleased with what he had heard. 

lle describes the meeting as one of the best he has ever had with the president. 
Even as he left he was moved when Figueiredo asked if he recalled what he had 
said years before about the two having assumed the government as friends and 
needing to end it ever closer still. 


for that reason, he does not comment on inferences that Figueiredo is 

supporting Andreazza and is only seeking to gain time. One has to follow the 
deeds not the statements and opinions attributed to the chief of state. Up 

to now, he has no reason to suppose anything else. The coordination is 
proceeding and will soon go beyond the PDS. After the aforementioned meeting, 
he has not met with the president again except at official ceremonies where they 
they cannot speak easily. 


kven so, there are no doubts: if he is not the one nominated but believes 
that all the social spectrum was consulted, he will naturally abide by the 
result, Otherwise, he reserves the right to act upon his convictions. He 
comments that only someone who is deliberate and meditates much on the action 
to be taken--takes action, 


Aurellano Chaves appears pleased with the prelininary aspects of his candi- 
dacy. He is not going to change his style or undertake frenetic travels all 
over the country. In a natural way, in Brasilia or in the states where he 

may be by virtue of his duties, he will continue to engage in political 
neyotiations. He believes that he can get the PDS majority at convention 

time and he refers t: recent polls that gave him the public opinion preference 
in Sao Paulo, Salvador, Belo Horizonte and other capitals. 


His campaign strategy is the same one he will adopt in Planalto Palace if he 
yets there because he did not adopt any other when he replaced Figueiredo. 

He 1s going to work; to show that his candidacy can be victorious just as his 
presidency can be effective. During the president's illness 2 months ago, that 
is the way he operated; never to establish comparisons between his position 











and that of the chief of state but simply because a president must work, In 
that period, he ran the cabinet the way he thought it should be run. And 

he remarks that there was understanding and enthusiasm on the part of the 
ministers, contrary to the intrigues conducted later. He maintained a 
constant dialogue with Delfim Netto himself, summoning him on numerous 
occasions. With regard to the planning minister, with whom he differs on 
certain aspects though not making public the disayreement, he has commented: 
one of his mistakes was to assure our foreign partners in dialogue that 
everything he engendered here would be approved by congress. In democracies, 
it is not quite like that. Nothing can be guaraiteed ahead or time, 


Aureliano believes, and his judgment foreshadows how he will act in the 
event he is elected, that there is no point in trying to convince the out- 
side if the public at home is not convinced. Therefore, it is necessary to 
integrate society, discussing, consulting, and finally synthesizing the 
4oals to be pursued. By joining efforts, the economic-financial crisis will 
be overcome. 


Basic Keforms, Andreazza's Intention 


Minister Mario Andreazza calls himself a socialist, not Marxist but Christian 
and democratic. He confides that he is ready to change everything if he 

is elected. From the economic and social structures to the people, which does 
not mean to be against or differ from the policies and government of 
Figueiredo. Only the current administration, with sacrifice, diligence and 
determination, is now creating the conditions for a new leap in the near 
future. His principal characteristic, he reveals to this reporter, will be 

to promote broad, basic reforms. 


He explains what could become a contradiction because being the preferred 
candidate of Figueiredo, he promises a government different from that of 
Figueiredo: 


"There must be continuity not ‘'continuism,' and that idea involves plans 

and teams. The achievements and major inspirations of the revolution and its 
governments are permanent. They constitute a basis and roadmap for the next 
stage. If I should succeed the current president of the republic, I am going 
to establish it. We are going to restore growth and again accelerate develop- 
ment, the only way to avoid social strangulation, unemployment explosions and 
difficulties. But we are also going to change the social order, as a 
priority. Agrarian reform represents a need because rural ownership needs to 
be extended to many more people, especially the small and medium farmers. It 
is not a matter of taking land from anyone who is cultivating it and making 
it produce but of conditioning the use of property to social interest as 
embodied in the constitution as well as advancing over the vast unoccupied 
spaces of our territory. It is obvious that there is no point in displacing 
poor people to lead them into an adventure, but rather an infrastructure 

must be created where it does not exist. The production of food is essential 
in that preliminary concept.” 











Andreazza cites other reforms: urban reform, also directed in a social 
sense, according to a bill prepared by the Ministry of Interior and submitted 
to congress. Urban growth cannot be carried out in a disorganized fashion 
but must obey the interest of the community. Tax reform that rewards 

the states and municipalities is another. It is also necessary to establish 
a new system for the Amazon, with a view to preserving the ecology as long as 
it does not impede progress. There are studies in that regard in the 
Ministry of Interior, capable of preventing the devastation of the region, 
The case of the Northeast is specific: he will govern facing toward it, 

or even from it, at a pace and with a presence never seen hefore, and 
demanding from the South the countermeasure of equilibrium. 


In his opinion, the option of the next president of the republic is growth. 
There 18 no way of our accepting the theory of economic stagnation as a means 
of equalizing the balance of payments problems, except as an emergency 
measure, In view of the current crisis, it would be impossible to continue 
to grow on the basis of foreign currency investments. But quantitative and 
qualitative leaps in economic performance can be gained through investments 
in national currency obtained from noninflationary sources. We have natural 
resources and can revise priorities, even drastically. There are numerous 
unexplored production factors, beginning with agriculture. 





The minister speaks about the Church. He is going to seek to contact its 
representatives as a candidate and he will increase them more if selected as 
president. The Church and state converge on the fundamentals and they need 
to join efforts. Conflicts have occurred because the Church seeks to hasten 
the correction of social injustices and the state does not have the resour- 
ces it would like. 


With regard to politics, he also views that through the prism of reforms. 

He is in favor of direct elections not for the present time but for the 
forthcoming successions and he does not hesitate to say that even now, he 
would feel more at eas contending for the direct vote rather than indirect 
election. But immediate conditions do not exist. One of his first actions 
would be to send a constitutional amendment to congress reestablishing the 
direct election system; as well as to ask the PDS to prepare quickly a broad 
bill reforming the constitution, The basic law lacks adaptation to modern 
times, modification in the juridical order as in the economic and social 
order. It would behoove the representatives of the people in the legislature 
to deal with the problem according to the decision of their majority. 
President Joao Figueiredo promoted the political liberalization and rooted 
out authoritarianism from our institutions. His successor will foster a new 
constitutional pact directed toward social justice and the refinement of 
democracy. 


Asked how he will implement these and other basic ideas in his government 
program if elected, he replies that the task will belong to the PDS. The 
party will know how to select, define and explain each of the proposals of the 
candidate just as it will be the party's job to carry them out. In other 
words, the cabinet will be the PDS and the PDS, the cabinet. 
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Andreazza never allows to go unchallenged the statement that he is the 
preferred candidate of President Joao Figueiredo and that his recent projec- 
tion responds to a strateyy laid out in Planalto Palace. He denies having 
heard from the chief of state the slightest preference for his candidacy and 
insists that in order for his candidacy to become established and to 

emerge victorious, it needs to come from the PDS rank-and-file, who support 
him. He is optimistic about the recent polls and the coordination that 
Figueiredo is undertaking, which he knows about from the newspapers. He 
hopes to merit the support and the nomination of the chief but as the result 
of party thinking and of the work which he will now begin to carry out at 

an accelerated pace. He does not agree with the comments that regard his 
duties as minister incompatible with the position of candidate because if he 
travels to the states it is to inspect projects, inaugurate projects and 

to listen to the needs of the various regions in the area of his ministry. 
If that work accredits him, so much the better, just as so much the better 
if {t allows political contacts with prefects, councilmen, deputies and 
yovernors. 


He does not attack his competitors, believing that it is a time for joining 
etforts. In case he is nominated, very well. If not, he will support who- 
ever is nominated without restrictions or reservations about going to the PDS 
national convention if he disagrees with the nomination or the methods of 
selection of the candidate, 


Maluf Announces That He Is Going To Convene Businessmen 


Paulo Maluf, also in a lengthy conversation with this reporter, maintains 
that the country urgently needs an effective administrator, which is his 
principal characteristic. After academics, politicians and military men, 
whom he has nothing. against by the way, Brazil needs a successful business- 
min--himself, He will be, as he says, the first engineer to become chief of 
state after his certain and unquestionable victory. He declares: 


"| am a man of the establishment and I will preside over the country to 
preserve it. Of course, to improve it also, I plan to reform completely 

the machinery of the state; to give it efficiency so that instead of being an 
impediment, it will permit the development of free enterprise and the pro- 
duction of national wealth. In the case of the state companies, it is 
necessary to put an end to bureaucracy and restraints. It is necessary to 
place businessmen in their management but keeping in mind that many of them 
are not necessary. I will cause a large number to revert to private enter- 
prise and, even if the government must finance that reversion, it will still 
be a good deal. Only the basic sectors of energy, transportation and 
minerals such as the Brazilian Petroleum Corporation (PETROBRAS), the Railway 
Network and others should remain under state control. I have no doubt that 
1 will be supported in that goal when, for example, I invite an Antonio 
Ermirio de Moraes to preside over the Vale do Rio Doce Company, or a Claudio 
Bardella to head the National Economic and Social Development Bank.” 


In Maluf's opinion, as he administers efficiently, the economic problems 
will decrease, and inflation decline. it is important to accelerate 











production and productivity as well as to utilize the domestic market and its 
potential without interrupting the flow of exports. However, the more we 
counterbalance the export of raw materials with manufactured and semimanu- 
factured goods the better. In a humorous tone, he says that it will be 
better to export hogs than corn, 


In his opinion, the social question begins and ends with the preservation 
of the present structures, however, improved, Unemployment will disappear 
with the acceleration of the free enterprise system. Opportunities will 
open up for whomever wants to work, He also speaks of a very close watch 
over public expenditures and an exceptional zeal to avert waste and corrup- 
tion, subjects which he does not avoid: 


"Corruption must be punished in an exemplary manner. I have the credentials 
of honesty twice certified. First, immediately after I came out as candidate 
for governor of Sao Paulo, my administrations as president of the Savings 
Bank of Sao Paulo, was dissected in the prefecture of the capital and in the 
Secretariat of Transportation. If they had found one flaw, they would have 
ousted me. Now, when I left the Bandeirantes Palace, I witnessed an 
unprecedented phenomenon. Franco Montoro spent 60 days in Sao Paulo with 

an order of official inquiry into my administration like you have never seen. 
And wiiit did they find? A public service automobile that wore out four new 
tires in 4 months..." 


The former governor of Sao Paulo says he is honest not only because his 
mother raised him that way and for ethical reasons but also for a very simple 
reason: he does not need it. Life rewarded him from birth and he knew how 
to correspond. He is a successful businessman; his company does not need 
favors from the government. Only 2 percent of the total number of discounted 
bonds are in official institutions, 


He does not forget the politicians because he will reach the presidency of 
the republic, as he emphasizes, with their help. Obviously, then, they will 
make up the main line of his government, in the cabinet, in the councils and 
in discussions; PDS politicians, of course, together with the businessmen, 

He denies that he has a card up his sleeve to govern since everything will be 
very simple. He does not have a secret agreement with the Arabs to get oil 
at lower than market prices. But the fact that he has international entree 
even with them, he stresses, is obvious. He was the only Brazilian to be 
received by the kings of Saudi Arabia when they did not even receive minis- 
ters of state. He helped Brazilian exports to Iraq. Even today, he speaks 
by telephone with presidents and prime ministers. He will know how to use 
that potential. 


One obstinacy of Paulo Maluf is to stress that he will have the support of 
General Joao Figueredo at the end of the coordination work be: ause he already 
has the PDS majority. He even maintains that many convention delegates who 
today express themselves in favor of other candidates, especially Mario 
Andreazza, are for him down deep. For reasons of tactics, they hide the game, 
as occurred this week with the Amazonas delegates. He does not accept the 
report that former President Ernesto Geisel vetoes him. That is not what he 














heard from him at a recent meeting in July, and that is not what Hermenegildo 
Sa Cavalcanti and Humberto Esmeraldo heard in a recent luncheon with the 
general in Kilo. Ceitsel 1s reserving himself to express his opinion at the 
end of the process but he knows that ali his friends will be well in his 
CJaluf'g] future government. The former governor considers the reports 

that President Figueiredo spoke out against him to be lies. 


[In the meantime, asked about the possibility that he really does not have 
presidential support and that some strategy may be being concocted in the 
Planalto Palace to block him, he replies: 


"There is no way. There are no magic formulas to block my trajectory. 
Parliamentarism or expansion of the Electoral College? They will not pase 
in congress under any circumstances. The same goes for direct elections. 
My friends in the chamber and in the senate are on the alert. What are 

my adversaries going to do to block me? 


The former governor speaks differently about his competitors. He considers 
Mario Andreazza a great man but not for the present time. "He is an executor 
of projects.” At the same time, however, he considers the minister of 
interior a candidate without a doctrine, "a colonel who, if he lived in 
Kussia, would be a colonel in the Russian Army.” Regarding Aureliano: 

"An earnest man, a wise politician and administrator but one who will be 
defeated by me. He would make an excellent minister of mines and energy in 
my government.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


RADICAL PARTY PRESIDENT ON ROLE OF DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE 
Santiago COSAS in Spanish 22 Sep 83 pp 72-73 


[Incerview with Enrique Silva Cimma, president of the Radical Party and member 
of the Democratic Alliance, by Angelica Arndt; date and place not given] 


[Text] “At the present time, there is a large vacuum in the national political 
scene between the social democrats and the Marxist left and it can only be 
filled by democratic socialist thought, such as that of the Radical Party (PR), 
which identifies with a secular, rationalist and humanist concept." Enrique 
Silva (lawyer, married to Elena Marfan, three children), head of the Democratic 
Alliance as leader of his group: "Social democracy? It is nothing more than 

a developmentalist concession within capitalism." With respect to the rumored 
dissension within the Alliance, answers that he is one of the most fervent sup- 
porters of dialogue: "I want unity because, patriotically speaking, I think 

it is useful. I am optimistic, but I am concerned. That is why I see dialogue 
as a necessity.” 


A professor of public law for 30 years, during the Popular Unity period he occu- 
occupied two important posts: comptroller general of the republic and chief 
magistrate of the Constitutional Tribunal, the body responsible for resolving 
conflicts between the Executive Branch and the Congress: "From there, I had 

a formidable angle from which to evaluate events in their real dimensions. 
Allende's government did not go beyond constitutional norms and did not exceed 
them as the Congress, Supreme Court or the Office of Comptroller General main- 
tained. I can prove that they went beyond constitutional norms in their 
accusations." In November 1973, a decree law “terminated” the Constitutional 
Tribunal and a cutting editorial condemned it: "That tribunal left a bad 
image because it acted politically. One could not expect objectivity in its 
rulings since it was for the most part made up of persons appointed by the 
president.” In mentioning this point, the politician lets lose: "The Tribunal 
was not political and it did not act arbitrarily. That is why I wrote the 
truth in a book ("Public Office”), which was not published here, in which I 
analyze the 17 rulings handed down by the Tribunal." It recalls the times of 
the "government of the people” and the conflictive struggle of the different 
branches. "At that time, the Judicial Branch, the Comptroller's Office, the 
Congress and the president, they all went crazy. You can't tell me that it 
was logical for 3,000 orders to be issued requisitioning industries! It was 
absurd!" 
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[Question] You are the head of the Alliance and as such, do you not believe 
that the politicians -- so discredited by the government -- are presenting a 
pitiful spectacle of "discord" within a framework of marked divergencies? And 
with respect to the deaths in the “protests,"’ do they not cause one to re- 
consider the validity of the procedure? 


[Answer] I agree that one has to be concerned over certain explosions of 
thought not in keeping with the public interest. On that point, we are in 
agreement. There is no doubt that policy must be formulated in terms of the 
public interest. The basis of democrecy is found in the political parties and 
they have to regulate their action in terms of the collective good. I cannot 
conceive of a democracy without the proper responsibility between those in 
government and the governed. If it does not exist, that democracy will be 
transformed into a negation of its very self. That is why I am worried over 
what has happened in the towns. It worries me because it is a demonstration 
of irresponsibility. 


[Question] And is it also irresponsibility on the part of leaders -- who 

have a high degree of civic education -- when they decide that the best option 
for Chile today is to go sit in the Plaza Italia and stop traffic in order 

to cause tension? 


[Answer] All of that is the result of the deprivation of freedom to which we 
have been subjected. You can be certain that if there were freedom in Chile, 
many of the things that are happening would not happen. There has been an 
opening. The people are beginning to think with greater freedom and this 
gives the impression of political anarchy. But just think! We have spent 

10 years without talking! 


[Question] Years that should have served to reflect and demonstrate to the 
citizenry, when the time comes, a more mature attitude. 


[Answer] The lack of reflection that you criticize is the result of the un- 
governability of a people becoming free. Allow me to ask the questions: 
Do you believe that the protests have been controlled by any party? 


[Question] The only ones that have taken advantage of them politically are 
the leftist parties and extremists. 


[Answer] The Communist Party does not control the protests either. There is 
no party capable of controlling them because they are spontaneous. 


[Question] And if they are uncontrollable, why choose that method and not 
another? . 


[Answer] Obviously, this is a matter to be studied thoroughly because if I 
see that the protests result in deaths and if I cannot control them, then I 
have an ethical duty -- and for me, ethics are fundamental in politics -- 
to say "That is not the path to take.” 


[Question] Do you not believe that the protests created a favorable situa- 
tion for extremism? 
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[Answer] We hate violence because we are convinced that terrorism of the 
extreme right, extreme left or the government is extremely dangerous. In the 
end, the terrorists end up facing one another. The worst thing is that in the 
towns, using the pretext of the people's legitimate right to make demands, 
Clashes are occurring between the extreme left and the extreme right. That 

{s serious. 


[Question] On what grounds do you base that claim? 


[Answer] It is the only way I have to explain certain things: Humble people 
are suddenly shot; strange persons are starting to circulate in the towns. 

I am inclined to think that if someone kills someone of the people, it is 
more likely to be an act of the far right than of the left, for the basic 
reason of social status. 


[Question] Who benefits from violence so? 


[Answer] It is my impression that it helps no one. It does not help the 
government because the image given outside the country is the image of a 
government that is killing people. That is obvicus. In other countries, they 
are saying that this government is an atrocious dictatorship. Nor does it 
favor dialogue or openness. 


Appeal of the Church 


[Question] There were factors known to leaders of the Alliance at the time of 
calling for the protest. They know that the people are ready to explode be- 
cause they are desperate in the extreme. Does responsibility not then come 
into play? Things happened that could not be controlled by the Alitance or 
the forces of law and order. 


[Answer] I continue to emphasize something that I have systematically stated 
recently. For me, violence brings forth violence. It is inevitable. There 
is not tne slightest doubt that there are violent groups taking advantage of 
it. What LI do not accept among your statements is that those violent groups 
are exclusively Marxist. Look at the latest appeal of the archbishop. We 
have to get used to reading between the lines and I think that the appeal of 
the Church leads to conclusions along the same lines as what I say. 


[Question] But why did you give that interpretation to the words of Monsignor 
Fresno? 


[Answer] It is my impression because, in very intelligent, very subtle 
language, the archbishop said: "I recommend that the forces of law and order 
not exaggerate in their manner of acting." He then added something very sug- 
gestive: "The forces of law and order should be in the hands of those in 
uniform.'' Did you notice that? It is as if he were hinting that we should 
not resort to non-uniformed movements, but that could have the same founda- 
tions for the purposes of order. That is what worries me. I repeat, in 
categorical, absolute terms, that I think that all those who love our country 
have the duty to every possible means to return to democracy by peaceful means. 











[Question] But the archbishop also issues a clear appeal not to interrupt 
dialogue and to make every possible effort. How do you think the Alliance is 
going to cooperate in the atmosphere now prevailing if you interrupt dialogue? 


[Answer] I will answer categorically and I speak on behalf of my party: We 
do not want to interrupt the dialogue. We believe that the dialogue must con- 
tinue. I have maintained that outside and inside the Alliance. 


[Question] This means that as Minister Jarpa said, if Gabriel Valdes does 
not want to continue with the dialogue, there will always be interlocutors 
for the government? 


[Answer] Deo not suggest a possible breakup of the Alliance because it do not 
believe it is possible. It would be harmful. 


[Question] Gabriel Valdes said that he would not renew the dialogue, that it 
had been broken up. 


[Answer] What Gabriel Valdes said is that the dialogue had been interrupted, 
until specific conditions were set. 


[Question] But the specific conditions he is asking for go beyond what the 
government could at this time easily give. 


[Answer] I believe that far from interrupting or suspending the dialogue, the 
Alliance should be capable of “recreating” a dialogue under useful conditions. 
And under conditions of representation because if there is any one thing that 
worries me is that at this time, the people of Chile, the lower-class people, 
have no one to represent their views. I believe that the Alliance could gen- 
uinely do it and become an organ representing the basic interests of the 
Chilean community. But naturally, there must be mutual respect here because 
when you find that television programs are suspended, for example, while they 
talk of “onpenness...." 


[Question] Did they propose that you be a participant in the program that 
was suddenly cancelled on Channel 11? 


[Answer] Yes. They asked me to be a participant in that forum on Channel ll, 
along with other government officials and a Christian Democratic colleague. 
But the program, which was obviously going to deal with matters of public 
interest, with a political content, was suddenly cancelled by orders from 
above before it went on the air. This shows that the "openness" goes only 

so far. You cannot fail to recognize one fact: Who has access to television 
in this country? Only government officials or those sympathetic to it. 

But when it is someone who might formulate dissident thought, they access is 
granted as far as the journals, in exceptional cases as far as the newspapers, 
but never any farther. Why? Because as you know very well, an impact is 
made on the population only through the radio or television. 


[Question] Do you not think that this must be a gradual process, as Minister 
Marquez de la Plata maintains? 
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|\Answer} You cannot tell me to go slowly. We cannot go slowly for one rea- 
son: because the people are in anguish, because the people are in despair, 
because you cannot tell the people to go slowly when they are starving! 


[Question] But there are those who say that the people are interested in 
filling their stomachs, in having their housing problems solved, in having 
work, rather than forums.... 


[Answer] That is true, but based on that criterion, we would have to come to 
the painful conclusion that in a democracy, freedom of expression serves little 
purpose. That reminds me of an international congress held in Bangkok many 
years ago, at which the theme of democracy was being discussed and the minister 
of finance of Thailand said: “You have come together as jurists to discuss 
democracy. Gentlemen, this nation in which you are philosophizing aspires 

to a single freedom, which is not the one is now has: starving to death." 
Obviously, if the people of Chile have no other freedom than that of starving 
to death, I think: "That is the freedom to which we aspire? When we ask for 
access to television or radio, why do we do it? Because we do not want 

the voice speaking for the government position to be the only one heard through 
those media. 


Difficult Position 


[Question] But in addition, in your opinion, is the government truly willing 
to make the opening a fact? 


[Answer] Honestly speaking, one finds very contradictory situations because 
at times, there is the willingness to which you refer and the minister says: 
"lt am willing to dialogue," but the president says, as I heard yesterday: 

"If they are capable of saying anything, let them say it." Is that what you 
would understand by a willingness to be open? That is where those of us who 
are sincere supporters of dialogue have serious doubt: Are we confronting 
people in good faith or not? As head of a political party, I defend the 
position of dialogue. But for heavens sakes! Why not go on defending it when 
I see those reactions, when they cut a program on which I am going to speak! 
Are we not in a difficult position, those of us who think we can dialogue? 


[Question] But let us get to the facts. Have there been concrete incidents 
since Minister Jarpa took office? 


[Answer] He is a man who, when he meets with you and talks about these things, 
does so with great cordiality and smoothness, like the gentlemen he is, ob- 
viously. But later you meet a minister who contradicts what he previously 
said. That is where the confusion comes in and the question: How much power 
does he have and how far can he go on his own? That {s where we see that 

kind of “antibody” against dialogue, which is what concerns me, because if we 
do not dialogue with representatives or persons in the government, with whom 
can we dialogue? The position of Valdes when he speaks of the suspension of 
dialogue or the lack of guarantees for having a dialogue is not an unreasonable 
position. Let us talk with the people face to face, openly.... 











[Question] And could the Alliance dialogue face to face with the people and 
at a distance with the Communist Party? 


[Answer] That is a very curious and conflictive point. First of all, let 

us not forget that it is a Democratic Alliance and as such, essentially demo- 
cratic parties have joined with it. There are no Marxist parties. There is 

no party or organ in the Alliance that supports violent struggle, none. If 

the group does not permit ties of the Alliance with the Communist Party, it is 
precisely because we do not agree with the line officially backed by the 
Communist Party. If we want to carry out our opposition by peaceful means, then 
then we cannot agree with those proposing a path other than peace. 





[Question] What path do you see in the near future? 


[Answer] IL know where you are trying to lead me and I am going to answer 

you categorically. In the near future, I think that it is indispensable to 
hasten a transition to democracy because only democracy will prevent the peo- 
ple from continuing to demonstrate. Social processes are much more important 
than rules, as history often proves. Norms are often absolutely obsolete 
when confronted with the dynamic of change. 


[Question] Do you not deem it vital that the transition be both rapid and 
achieved with the cooperation of everyone? 


[Answer] With the sacrifice, cooperation and good sense of everyone. 
[Question] Would you cooperate with the study of constitutional laws? 


[Answer] As long as they do not give me guarantees of what the "normal devel- 
opment” of that study should be, no. Why should I? 


[Question] But if they call upon you to cooperate, to give your ideas, would 
you? 


[Answer] No. And that is not contradictory. An organization where you go to 
express your opinion -- one of the many that will be expressed -- goes not 
give a guarantee based on the assumption of what you say. In a democracy, 

all those things are studied by organs where contradictory debate can exist. 
Contradictory debate means that we exchange opinions and make decisions 
representing positions that lead one to say: "The najority of the country is 
against this and consequently, it is not approved." 


An advisory organization does not give me that guarantee without that meaning 
a discussion of the condition of the honorable persons on it. 


[Question] So then the problem ends up being like how to square a circle. 
What is your solution to the current impass? 


[Answer] The solution, I repeat, is simply a constituent assembly. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REAGAN'S RE-ELECTION PROSPECTS ASSESSED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 8 Sep 83 pp 20-21 
[Article by Juana Carrasco] 


[Text] U.S. President Ronald Reagan in late August approved of a committee 
that will work for his re-election in November 1984 and, although @ still 
has not officially announced his intention to head the Republican ticket, 
political circles take for granted his candidacy for a second term, 


According to established practice, the interested person announces his candi- 
dacy no more than 15 days or a month after this type of committee is formed 
to raise funds with which to finance the electoral campaign. However, it is 
said that Reagan's decision will not be known until November or December. 


The U.S. electoral process thus enters a new phase and the presidential elec- 
tion more than ever becomes the foremost issue although the 435 representa- 
tives and a third of the senators also will be elected on 6 November 1984, 
The unknown about contenders seems to be clearing up now. 


The obvious political activity displayed by the incumbent president confirms 
his decision to seek a second term. Actions, statements and trips throughout 
the nation testify to his electoral aspirations. 


Domestic and foreign policy are two elements that will enter into play, not 
to solve problems that come up in both areas, but to show the voting public 
that it can again give its vote to the Republican candidate because the first 
term has been productive. 


For 1984, Reagan counts on a slight improvement of theeconomy, a drop in un- 
employment--that is what they say--and lower inflation. He believes that this 
will permit him to answer the criticism by Democrats. With good reason he 

has devoted himself to making demagogic speeches to black, Hispanic and female 
audiences. 


Regarding foreign policy, all observers agree that Central America and the dis- 


armament talks are the central issues that will decide whether the votes will 
go for or against the Republican and Democratic candidates. 


23 














The hopefuls to head the Democratic ticket--who are many=-already are touring 
Central America and all have rejected Reagan's polley in that region and have 
criticized aspects of that policy by stressing the need for peaceful rather 
than military solutions, 


but let us return to Reagan, He has the certain backing of big business. 
Despite pressures of ultrarightist groups that have criticized him for giving 
up his orlginal conservative positions, he can also get the approval of such 
Broups, 


A Louls Harris poll for BUSINESS WEEK magazine reveals that 90 percent of the 
U.S, executives intervlewed--they belong to the elite of the 1,200 most impor- 
tant U.S. companies--belleve that Reagan "has probabilities or certainly will 
be re-elected," Moreover, they do not support any of the Democratic candi- 
dates, thus confirming the saying that "Reagan is president of the rich." 


But there are issues that expose the incumbent president to discredit. First 
of all, there is the "debategate" question: What was the role of Reagan and 
of his principal aldes and members of the cabinet in the theft of documents 
during the previous electoral campalgn when he faced James Carter? 


That could be a time-bomb which may blow up at the opportune time or could be 
deactivated by the nullity of Investigations. 


Other truly fundamental tssues are still pending on the domestic front. We 
already have noted the Republican view, but the 27 August march on Washington 
represents the threat of a coalition of minorities against Reagan which, should 
it materialize, can have a negative repercussion for Republicans in November 
1984, 


Official Census bureau and Labor Department data clearly show that the economic 
situation of a large portion of the population has deteriorated considerably 

in 2 1/2 years of the Reagan administration, Almost 20 million of the U.S. 
population are unemployed or underemployed, More than million have joined 
the poverty-level category, ralsing the figure of those who survive at that 
level to 34.4 million or 15 percent of the country's population. 


The tax burden has hurt the least fortunate and Improved the earnings of the 
wealthy. With good reason Reagan has been called “the reverse Robin Hood": 
thief of the poor to glve to the powerful, 


Of course, the president and his advisors are not sitting back doing nothing 
in the face of these factors that hurt his public tmage. ‘That is why propa- 
ganda has given the utmost importance to a certain economic recovery that ts 
taking place--there is no reason to doubt it--in the United States following 
a prolonged crisis, However, reputable U.S. economists believe that the re- 
covery will be brief and, therefore, will hardly alleviate the "national 
tragedy" of prevailing unemployment and inflation. 


Although blacks and Hispanics are most affected by the economic conditions, 
other sectors also reject the White House tenant and will refuse to renew 
his lease on the executive mansion, We refer to pacifists and women. 








Women represent 52,8 percent of the U.S. population and not all of them are 
with Keayan, The old-fashioned presidential ideas about the "weaker sex" are 
proverblal, The constitutional amendment giving equal rights to women has 

not been approved during the Reagan administration and he has made serious 
mistakes on this subject. For example, early this year he suggested to Repub- 
lican congressmen that he would not be opposed to the equal rights amendment 
lf women, in turn, would vote against abortion. The consequent ill-will came 
even from his own party. 


The National Organization of Women (NOW), which has almost 250,000 members, 
was present at the march on Washington, that important critical confrontation 
with the president, They reproach Reagan not only for his antifeminist posi- 
tion but also for his economic policy, which has made women one of the biggest 
victims of unemployment, and for his unrestrained push to the arms race. 


The president's attacks on the many organizations that support disarmament 
and a nuclear freeze have created for him another issue of domestic tension. 
Keagan even accused them of being Soviet agents and traitors. This--in addi- 
tion to his continued policy of raising military expenditures, placing the 
world on the verge of a warring abyss--can turn into fewer votes during that 
cruclal eleventh month of the year. 


Democratic candidates involved in the electoral campaign are paying maximum 
attention precisely to these groups of sectors of the population. Now then, 
since Reagan has not given his final word, the Republicans seem to have Vice 
President George Bush available. It all depends on how events develop in com- 
ing months. 


[n the Democratic camp, the scale seems to be leaning quite favorably toward 
former Vice President Walter Mondale. However, it is premature to make a fore- 
cast since it will be more reliable after February 1984 when primaries begin 

to decide on the candidate to be selected in the summer at the Democratic 

Party national conventton. 


The other hopefuls are Senators John Glenn (first U.S. astronaut), Cary Hart, 
Alan Cranston, Dale Bumpers, Ernest Holling and former Florida Governor Reubin 
Askew. 


But Walter Mondale has the nomination assured because he has received the sup- 
port of former President James Carter and the very important one of the AFL- 
ClO, Polls also reveal his advantage over the current principal competitors: 
John Glenn and Alan Cranston. 


Mondale, Like other Democrats, asserts that arms control and reindustrializa- 
tion and cooperation between government, commerce, labor and agriculture are 

necessary. He favors lower bank interest rates and believes that the govern- 
ment must initiate a powerful training program to fight unemployment. 





Mondale explained in one of his speeches what he would do "right now, today” 
if he were president: "Right now I would take that direct line (I know where 
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that direct line is and what buttons to push because I have been there) and 
I would say this: Dear Mr Andropov, please meet with me in Geneva this after- 
noon and let us sit down to talk and work to ease tensions a bit." 


Representative of the Democratic Party's "liberal" wing, Mondale has other 
elements in his favor: he has been an active member of the Democratic organ- 
ization since 1946, he is a favorite of the Washington "establishment" with 
his 12 years as senator and 4 as Carter's vice president, and he has roots 

in the labor movement. 


We still prefer to leave between question marks the possibility that Reagan 
will face Mondale on 6 November 1984. The president has not said categori- 
cally that he will run and the Democratic convention next summer will have 
the final word on Mondale, but there are no doubts that they have taken big 
steps to be the contenders, 





The curtain of the U.S. political-electoral theater is being raised. Each 
candidate will do the unspeakable to present the most convenient image. We 
will know the end of the tragicomedy in November. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CONSTRUCTION WORKERS IN LIBYA COMMENDED 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 14 Sep 83 p 6 
[Article by Lliana Garcia Giraldino] 


[Excerpts] Among the more than 2,000 internationalist Cuban construction 
workers in Libya the Armando Mestre vanguard movement is becoming increasingly 
important. 


Its hardworking mem have set the standard for production, conservation 
and the battle against laziness. 


Their determination has spurred others to join the movement, and the 
Red Brigades now include all of the workers involved in building the 
highway that links the towns of Araneb and Gatrum in the Sahara, which 
is regarded as one of the most inhospitable regions in the world. 


Union Efforts 


Orestes Cordero, the model labor leader who heads the Bureau of the SNTC 
[National Trade Union of Construction Workers] in the contingent, explains 
that the union is in charge of 35 intermediate organizations and rank- 
and-fiie sections and that only one of their members is a professional. 


"We recently held the Third Conference of the SNTC in the country. 
The party described it as profoundly critical and self-critical, and 
all of the delegates and invited guests from all the projects came 
out in favor of increasing the economic efficiency and organization 
of labor and of keeping internationalist efforts at a high level." 


The union bureau outlined 42 tasks in response to the Sixth Plenum 

of the party's Central Committee. They include systematic and high- 
quality production assemblies as the ideal vehicle for getting workers 
to bolster economic management. 


Contribution of $2 Million 


Cordero, who is the Holguin provincial head of the SNTC in Cuba, states 
that with the inexhaustible creativity of the masses "we are struggling 
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to implement more cfficienct mechanisms because in this way we are 
helping the people of Libya and also sending foreign «xchange back 
to our country." 


He comments that the union must see to it that the construction workers 
are happy and well cared for and can enjoy the limited recreation oppor- 
tunities available. 


"These activities help us to combat homesickness, because it's not 
easy to be away from your country and family for 18 months or more. 
But we know that this is our assignment." 


Union work in the contingent is difficult because the closest project 
to the SNTC in Tripoli is more than 1,100 kilometers away. 


"This forces us to travel great distances all the time to check up 
on and counsel union work," says Cordero. 





In 1981 the contingent of Cuban builders in Angola took first place 
in the union's international emulation; first prize was won in 1982 
by the UNECA [Union of Caribbean Construction Enterprises] affiliate 
in Libya, whose groups pledged to repeat this year. 


Great efforts were made last year to make up for delays on the projects, 
as workers did not take Thursdays off (it is the custom in the country 
to take off Thursday afternoon and all day Friday and to work Saturdays 
and Sundays as normal days). Close to $2 million was contributed in 
this way. 


A drive called "my contribution to my country" was also started, in 
which workers donated a percentage of their wages. More than $20,000 
was collected in this way. 


’ A similar fund-raising drive for Cuba is now drawing to an €nd; the 
proceeds will be used to mitigate the effects of the natural disasters 
that hit the Cuban economy in the first part of the year. 


"The union bureau also develops moral incentives, inasmuch as it is 
hard to get awards from Cuba. We recently presented a document of 
recognition to a group of comrades who extended their mission so that 
new personnel would not have to be brought over for a short period; 
this saved foreign exchange," Cordero notes. 


An emulation is underway to be the site of the contingent's celebration 
of Construction Workers Day, and the men on the Araneb project are 
working hard to retain their vanguard status in the desert by building 
a road over dunes of fine-grain sand that hamper their efforts. 


The UNECA contingent has been working in Libya since 1979 and has so 

far finished paving 143 kilometers of the Araneb-Gatrum highway and 

the first 93 kilometers of the Sheba-Ubari project (work has been temporarily 
halted at this project due to contract negotiations, and its personnel 

are helping the men at Araneb). 
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For their part, the workers in the group at Tobruk, which the Cubans 
have affectionately called the "Moa of Libya” because of the difficult 
conditions there, have completed 5 intermediate schools, 202 housing 
units (of a planned 1,042), the post office and the telephone exchange. 
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DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS IN ANGOLA DESCRIBED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 30 Sep 83 pp 62-65 
[Article by Juan Sanchez] 


{Excerpts} “Infant and adult mortality has dropped sharply, although 

we realize that a great deal remains to be done in this regard...Thanks 

to the group's efforts a Blood Bank has been set up, and in spite of the 
difficulties it has facilitated donations. Along with the Angolans, 

our medical brigade is also working to improve the conditions at the 
dental care offices."' The man who made these remarks smiles contentedly. 
He knows that along with many others he is in the front line of a profoundly 
human task. He recalled Fidel'’s words to the effect that in no other 
field could Cuba serve mankind more than in the field of medicine. 

This is what we always hear from the Cuban doctors helping out in Angola, 
a country in which the average age before independence, just 8 years 

ago, was between 35 and 40. Just 39 percent of the people were previously 
able to afford hospitalization and medical care. Today, Cuba offers 

such services in 17 Angolan provinces, and the entire population can 
benefit from every level of medical care. 


The civilian cooperation between Cuba and Angola began as soon as Angola's 
Second War of Liberation concluded in early 1976, when hundreds of 

Cuban technicians who had traveled there as internationalist combatants 

in military units stepped forward and heeded the appeal of the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] to lend a hand in civilian 
life as well. Cubans were returning to the continent of Africa, which 
their forebears had left as slaves centuries ago, to help in the struggle 
against the backwardness inherited from colonial oppression and in 
response to the appeal of the Angolan people and their legitimate govern- 
ment, which were up against aggression by the racists and counter- 
revolutionaries. 


Cuban cooperation has taken various forms, such as technical assistance, 
exchanges of missions, training for Angolan personnel in various economic 
sectors, exchanges of scientific information and the training of intermediate- 
and university-level personnel through scholarship programs in our 

country. The cooperation between the two countries has been constantly 
expanding. 














Education 


After Angola proclaimed its independence on 11 November 1975, it also 
asked for cooperation in the field of education. Needless to say, 

the rate of illiteracy was extremely high. Cuban aid and cooperation 

in education began in Angola in 1976; the first contingent of assistants 
included a group of teachers who began working in training centers 

for elementary school educators. Studies were also conducted on accepting 
Angolan students at technical and professional training schools in 

Cuba. Some 9,435 scholarships were awarded from 1976 to 1981, during 
which time 547 students graduated; the rest are continuing their studies. 


Cuban assistants in education have trained more than 2,800 Angolan 
primary-school teachers and close to 2,000 physical education instructors. 
More than 3,000 officials have also taken short courses at the Cadres 
School. 


At present, more than 100,000 Angolan students are registered at the 
various levels of education, taking between 20 and 25 hours of classes 

a week. In addition to direct teaching, assistance is also being provided 
in drafting and revising textbooks, putting together programs for adult 
education, drafting psychology, pedagogy, hygiene and health care manuals, 
etc, 


Complementing this aid is the opportunity that Angolan personnel have 
tf. receive training at Cuban schools, where more than 2,000 students 
are currently enrolled at various levels. 


The Cuban professors and teachers do their work in the country's official 
language (Portuguese) and plan their classes in accordance with the 
demands of the programs outlined by the Angolan Education Ministry. 
During the 1982-83 school year the 2,000 or so Cuban aids taught in 

17 provinces and 37 municipalities. All Cuban teachers stationed in 
Angola also take part in the special emulation of the "Che" Guevara 
Detachment and the Frank Pais Contingent. This magnificent spirit 

of emulation is an important factor in enhancing the quality of teaching, 
developing teaching tools, beautifying buildings and housing units, 
renovating schools, enhancing work relations and camaraderie with Angolan 
educational authorities, etc. A pilot program of Parents Schools was 
recently begun in Luanda Province by establishing links between parents 
and schools. 


Cooperation in literacy programs is equally important. In spite of 

the efforts in this regard, there were still more than a million illiterates 
in 1977 (when the drive began, the legacy of colonialism was almost 

five miilion Angolans who could not read or write, out of a total population 
of just under six million). 








Construction 


Cooperation in this field began in 1976 as well, with the visit by 

a delegation from our Construction Ministry. Because of the destruction 
caused by the South Africans and their puppet allies during the war 

of liberation, aid was initially aimed at assem»ling and building bridges, 
schools, buildings, etc and at starting up a cement plant. Cooperation 

in this field naturally includes work by skilled Cuban personnel in 

all construction specialties and in running equipment. Roads and water 
supply systems are still a priority. 


Assistance is provided in repairing machinery, and advice is given 

on monitoring performance in companies and on projects so that work 

is better organized and proper wages paid out. Highly skilled Cuban 
specialists furnish important assistance in architecture, civil engineering, 
topography, architectural design, ceramics, etc. 


Other Branches of Cuban Cooperation 


From the beginning our country has lent assistance to the People's 
Republic of Angola in the vital field of agriculture, including, among 
other areas, care of the livestock herd, the salvaging of farm machinery, 
advice in planting feed crops and pasturelands and in building silos, 
etc. Cuba furnishes agricultural assistance to the Angolans in: livestock 
management, veterinary medicine, seed production, plant disease control, 
genetics and mechanization, among others. In order to rapidly develop 
the agricultural sector (the main source for meeting the people's food 
needs), the Angolan Government, backed by its Labor Party, has turned 
this year’s production plan into an emergency plan. The success of 

this plan will help to steadily improve the living conditions of a 

great part of the Angolan people, who live mostly in rural areas. 

Cuba is of course showing solidarity in this undertaking and offering 
strong technical support for various facets of the plan. 


In the area of transportation and communication Cuban assistants are 
installing telephone networks and serving as pilots in ports. Technical 
assistance in industry has been made available in the foodstuffs, light 
industry, paper, chemicals and other branches. Skilled personnel at 

three mills (Heroes de Caxito, 4 de Febrero and Primero de Mayo) provide 
advisory services to the Angolan sugar industry. 


Cuba also sends advisory experts in radio broadcasting and other fields 
to train personnel. Technical assistance is also furnished for news 
programs on Angolan television. 


Cuban experts began lending a hand in the various athletic disciplines 

in December 1976, when the first assistant from INDER [National Institute 
for Sports, Physical Education and Recreation] arrived in Luanda. 
Assistance is provided in boxing, judo, volleyball, chess, basketball, 
cycling, mass rallies, etc. Work was done on Angola's first boxing 

gym. and assistance was provided in staging a mass gymnastics-sports 








festival. Cuba also helped train Angolans to form the country's first 
human mosaic as a salute to the Second Congress of the MPLA-Labor Party. 
Hard work as also put in for the Central African Games that were staged 
in Angola, in which the home country contingent scored outstanding 
successes. 


Cuba furnishes technical advisory services to umbrella organizations 
dealing with the Angolan economy in the fields of planning, foreign 
trade, banking, etc. 


We should emphasize thac new forms of civilian collaboration between 
Cuba and Angola are on tap under the aid programs that the Council 

for Mutual Economic Assistance makes available to developing countries. 
In the meantime, current cooperation contributes to the development 

of the two countries’ economies and accelerates the scientific and 
technical development of their revolutionary processes. 


Source: COLABORACION, a quarterly publication of the State Committee 
for Economic Cooperation, 1982-83 
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BRIEFS 


ENERGY COMMISSION ESTABLISHED--The National Energy Commission was officially 
established at a Council of State meeting. Present were Pedro Miret 

and Osmany Cienfuegos, members of the Politburo; Antonio Perez Herrero 
and Humberto Perez, alternate members of the Politburo; Lionel Soto 

and Jaime Crombet, members of the Secretariat; Jose R. Fernandez, a 
member of the Central Committee and education minister; Joel Domenech, 

a member of the Central Committee and chairman of the National Energy 
Commission, and Marcos Portal, an alternate member of the Central Committee 
and head of basic industry. Joel Domenech stated that the commission 
must become a driving force behind all efforts to conserve and rationally 
utilize energy. He stressed that the commission should not try to 
supplant the agencies of the Central State Administration or the organs 
of the People's Government, but on the contrary should try to rely 

on and coordinate more closely with them. The provincial and municipal 
energy commissions are fundamental links in the nationwide monitoring 

of energy use. It is essential, Domenech pointed out, that the National 
Energy Commission coordinate closely with them. Domenech disclosed 

that over the next few months the commission would be devoting particular 
attention to promulgating laws and regulations clearly spelling out 

the responsibility that each person has in making rational use of energy, 
which will greatly facilitate monitoring and inspection efforts. (AIN) 
[Text] [Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 5 Sep 83 p 1] 8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


FINANCING FOR TECHNICAL PROJECTS TOTALS $900 MILLION 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 22 Sep 83 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Jose Romero] 


[Text] The technical secretary of the presidency said yesterday that the 
government has already obtained assurances of financing for projects that are 


underway, as well as new ones, totaling more than $900 million over this 
year and next. 


Ramon Alburquerque, listing projects in which millions are to be invested, 
stated that in his opinion the government has never neglected them. He indi- 
cated that the entire package is part of a general plan to reactivate the 
economy on all levels, 





Furthermore, international financial agencies will participate decisively in 
this program and will lend full cooperation, he said. 


The official noted that in the tourism sector an investment of $30 million 
over 2 years has been secured; other investments of $30 to $40 million 
have been secured for local roads (some 1,000 kilometers) and highways. 


The financing of the Los Toros Dam (hydroelectric) for $20 million and that of 
Rio Blanco, which has already begun at $65 million, are also assured, as are 
Itabo II for $83 million and Nizao-Valdesia ($25 million, not yet finished), 
and Jiguey (to begin next year) for $130 million In addition, a series of 
small hydroelectric projects will be funded, all within a large scheme to 
generate power and utilize water resources, indicated Alburquerque. 


Another $8 million from the Reagan Plan, will be earmarked to support exports. 


Alburquerque stated that the list continues with the Madrigal Dam, $60 mil- 
lion; the duct line and treatments plants for the dam will be funded for 
another $60 million. 


The rehabilitation and expansion of the distribution network that brings water 


to the capital will also be financed for $100 million, also within the same 
project. 




















The official estimated that the Madrigal complex will require a total invest- 


ment of $258 million over 5 years, with 40 percent being expended in the 
first 2 years, 


He also cited investments of $70 million in the Duarte highway in 2 years, and 
$76 million in Sabaneta (dam) in 3 years. 


Furthermore, within the Reagan Plan, it is expected that for next year some 
$60 million will be provided (this year's figure was $43 million), and next 
October another contribution of about $50 million is expected. 


The technical secretary also mentioned a loan from the Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank (IADB) for more than $30 million for industrial rehabilitation. 


Alburquerque stated that the government, on the other hand, has been taking 
steps to simplify the flow of internal resources, The Central Bank used to 
take between 30 and 45 days to disburse funds to various institutions, and now 
that period has been reduced to less than a week, 4 to 5 days at the most. 


He also indicated that a commission created by the president of the republic 
to administer the public foreign debt is working very actively. The presi- 
dent chairs the commission, which is made up of various officials, including 
the secretaries of finance and foreign relations, the comptroller general of 
the republic, the budget director, the governor of the Central Bank, and 
advisers Hugo Guiliani, Eduardo Tejera and Milton Messine. 


8926 
CSO: 3248/74 


oN 


2 
Y 











COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


EMIGRATION, RURAL EXODUS, HAITIAN IMMIGRATION DISCUSSED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 22, 25 Sep 83 


[Commentary by Tomas Baez Diaz; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in 
boldface } 


[22 Sep 83 p 6] 


[Text] As I reflect with natural concern on the long, heterogeneous line of 
Dominicans who daily wait their turn at the United States Consulate to obtain 
visas in order to emigrate to American territory, two thoughts come to mind: 
one concerning the fact that an irresponsible Dominican citizen proposed 
recently that our government arrange for the entire immigration quota each 
year to be assigned to our nationals as a means to solve the country's unem- 
ployment; and the other regarding the warning issued by the citizen president 
of our republic, Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco, at the Government Council held in 
San Francisco de Macoris, to the effect that the major exodus from the coun- 
tryside is turning the republic into an urban country. This is a dangerous 
trend, considering that our sources of wealth lie especially in the intensive 
exploitation of the land, and it runs counter to that of our neighbors, who 
feel an undying love for the land and show a marked propensity to stay on it. 


Both thoughts have prompted me to write about this issue, which has a profound 


and frightening significance in terms of the preservation of our national 
integrity. 


Root of Great Problem 


According to estimates made by various sources, more than 800,000 Dominicans 
are in the United States, Venezuela and other countries. This number is 
increasing considerably, while our rural population declines steadily. An 
ever greater percentage of rural inhabitants are streaming toward the major 
cities of the Dominican Republic. The city of Santo Domingo, with a popula- 
tion of more than 1 million, attracts the most. 


Sociologist Lil Despradel states in this regard that in a study she conducted 
in 1981 on the migration of women in the Caribbean, under the auspices of the 
Department of Population Emigration of UNESCO, she found a significant phenom- 
enon: "In the last few decades, Latin America in general and the Caribbean in 
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particular have undergone a transformation of populational structures, They 
have changed from an essentially rural population to an urban one, where women 
play a key role, Today about 60 percent of the population of the Caribbean is 
urban.” Dr Despradel added, "Haiti is an exception to the rule, with an urban 
population of about 20 percent.” 


Dominican and Haitian Migration Differ 


The Dominican citizen prefers to migrate to the United States or Venezuela, 
countries with immense resources and vast stretches of land, They establish 
themselves there, and bring in their families and many other people connected 
to them, Although they still retain emotional ties with the people back home, 
they are necessarily influenced by the customs and everything represented by 
the absorptive power of the host society, They ultimately become citizens of 
the new country and lend effective support to the labor and social spheres, 
This does not constitute any danger to the host nations. 


The Haitian, however, emigrates almost exclusively to our country, or remains 
in the countryside, This assertion is supported by the fact that 80 percent 
of their population is rural while, unfortunately, in the Dominican Republic 
the reverse is true: the rural population comprises 49 percent of the total. 
This percentage has been on the decline for several decades, as one can deduce 
logically from the exodus to the cities and from emigration. 


The fact that the Haitian prefers to emigrate co the Dominican Republic, and 
is very likely to remain in the countryside, means that he will always have a 
greater need for land, In contrast, Dominicans abandon their land when they 
emigrate or go to the city. An aggravating factor ia that the Haitian tends 
to emigrate without his wife. In this regard, the report submitted to UNESCO 
states that "in Haiti women are integrated into all activities involved in the 
production and marketing of agricultural products, This preponderant role of 
Haitian peasant women is a factor in the weak internal rural-urban migration 
there, Haitian migration is significant only outside the country, and it is 
done mainly by men," 


Haitian Attachment to Family and Traditions 


This serious study undertaken by Dr Despradel has frightening implications for 
our country, because as we are seeing, there are strong ingredients that point 
to the destruction of Dominican social structures, Let us look at some other 
details: The Haitian emigrates to the Dominican Republic without a wife; he 
forms a matrimonial union with a Dominican women, and his children are Hai- 
tians, and not by accident, There is a basic reason for this: "Few people on 
earth feel the attachment and respect for the land and their traditions that 
Haitian peasants have.” This reason undoubtedly prevents them from becoming 
Dominicanized, and they transfer their own sentiments to their children, 


While these qualities of the Haitian people help preserve and strengthen the 
essence of their nationalism, their migration to our rural areas is a strong 
factor in the weakening of the nationalistic foundation of our population, 
which is abandoning the countryside, This assertion is stressed by the UNESCO 
report when it states, "/Rural-urban migrations in the Dominican Republic are 








depopulating the country's rural sector, depleting the potential supply of 
manpower for agricultural activities,/" 


It 1# not necessary to ask who will replace, in the short or the long run, the 
Dominicans who are heading toward our cities or emigrating to the United 
States and other countries, because we can already observe the replacement of 
Dominican workers by Haitians in the fields, Even the capital of the republic 
{s not immune to this phenomenon; native Dominicans are being replaced in all 
kinds of jobs. This tolerance has reached such extremes that the administra- 
tor of the State Sugar Council, in an appearance on television, claimed that 
the penetration is so rampant that in the community of Esperanza there are 


more than 20,000 Haitians, while no more than 1,000 braceros are employed to 
cut sugarcane, 


[25 Sep 83 p 6] 


[Text] /The argument that has always been used is that there is much poverty 
and overpopulation in Haiti./ 


/The Haitian population is burgeoning, while the Dominican population is 
planned, / 


It has been said that the only chance the Haitian has to improve himself is to 
cross the border, and that Dominican political rhetoric cannot solve the 
problem, It is alleged that their demographic growth is slower than ours 


because infant mortality, as well as the general death rate, are higher there 
than here, 


[t 16 a bitter fact that the only chance the Haitian has to improve himself is 
to cross the border, and that Dominican politics cannot solve the problem; but 
it 1s not true that Haiti's demographic growth is slower than the Dominican 
Republic's even though infant and general mortality rates are indeed higher. 
The reason for this assertion is that in Haiti there is no effective family 
planning, and the population is rising out of control. In contrast, in the 
Dominican Republic, effective planning does take place. In the public sector 
alone, more than 250,000 women use birth control or are sterile, while accord- 
ing to a United Nations estimate, by the year 2000 Haiti’s population will 
total 9.4 million, and the the Dominican Republic will have 8.6 million inha- 
bitants, It is not hard to imagine the gloomy situation on an island strug- 
gling to meet the demands of a population of 18 million! And what should the 
two countries do to meet the challenge posed by the future? 


President Jean Claude Duvalier was probably thinking of this challenge when he 
told the former foreign minister, Dr Emilio Ludovino Fernandez, of his concern 
about the number of human beings crammed into a small country such as his, 
mountainous, primitive, and without hope of finding resources b: ied in the 
land, 

















Joint Obligation 


This unavoidable challenge, thi: cruel reality that both countries must face 
by the end of this century, demands that their illustrious men, their intel- 
lectuals, and all Haitians and Dominicans alike, finally accept the fact that 
due to the imperative of history or providence, we are obliged to live toge- 
ther harmoniously and freely, sharing whatever fate has in store for us and 
dealing with the future through joint plans, such as those already offered or 
proposed by the European Economic Community or the Organization of American 
States, in areas as vital as irrigation, reforestation and health. 


For these purposes, the Haitian Government should also allow efforts to draft 
treaties on trade, transportation and cultural exchanges to bear fruit, and 
both sides should forget about Cristobal and Trujillo. Moreover, the Haitian 
elite should stop invoking historical reasons and current political motives as 
obstacles to considering a rapprochement with the Dominican Republic. 


Tremendous Task of National Interest 


As evidenced by the complexity of the problem, this task is not the duty or 
responsibility of just one Dominican government, because independent of the 
international aspect is the internal facet. This was asserted by the presi- 
dent of the republic when he said: "Our sources of wealth lie in the inten- 
sive exploitation of the land, and in agricultural and livestock activities. 
Our cities are not in a position to provide adequately for the number of 
jobless workers who leave our fields." 


The obvious tendency of Dominican peasants to leave the countryside, whether 
to go to the city or to emigrate, is not only a threat to agricultural produc- 
tion, but is paving the way for their displacement by Haitians. 


This serious situation demands a change in values and priorities in terms of 
government investment, so that practical and effective programs can be brought 
to the rural sector, not only to improve agricultural development, but also to 
bring to the countryside the minimal means and resources thet exist in the 
cities, so that people will be encouraged to stay where their roots are. 
Emphasis should be placed on cultural plans, including efforts to establish 
and preserve the customs and traditions of the Dominican people. Dominicans 
should not be allowed to lose their real character, as is happening in some 
areas, The greatest example of this phenomenon was a television program 
showing macabre details of a voodo or “trillet” ritual, in which groups of 
Haitians and Dominicans under the influence of rum, tobacco and fire, in a 
shameless act of pure witchcraft, sacrificed a goat and sucked out its blood, 
heightening the savagery of the act by smearing their faces with the blood. 


The details we have presented indicate the magnitude of the problem, because 
the exodus of peasants, the emigration, and the influx of Haitians, all de- 
serve greater attention as the root of this problem. 


The task at hand is not the responsibility of just one government, but it 
would indeed be a major victory for the Government of National Concentration 
to launch these programs with the enthusiasm, zeal and dedication demanded by 











the purest nationalism, But in order for the measures applied to be effec- 
tive, as required by the sacred interests of the fatherland, the continuous 
demands of the National Border Council, which is now all form and no sub- 
stance, should not be treated with indifference or disdain, There should be 
respect for that line, which 1s sometimes imaginary, but which demarcates two 
nationalities with different languages, customs and ways. Jean Pierre Boyer 
himself said it, when that profound difference was proven: "/The interest of 
the republic demands that the people in the east change their habits and 
customs as soon as possible in order to adopt those of the republic, so that 
the union will be perfect and old differences will disappear. Then we can all 
attain the same end, .. We must study the nature of the principal personal- 
ities, the trends of the lower class. /” 


When the president of the republic, a renowned patriot, understands that his 
brief tours of the border region have not revealed the entire picture, he will 
accept the deep meaning of the constitutional provision that /states that it 
is of supreme and lasting interest to the nation to maintain the customs and 
the religious tradition of the Dominican people, a precept which is no longer 
applicable just to the border region, but to the entire national territory./ 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


CAPTURED FARN MEMBER REVEALS KGB CONNECTION 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 29 Sep 83 pp 2, 29, 32 


[Text] Jaime Olivares Gutierrez (Commander "Camilo"), who was captured by 
the National Guard with five other members of the FARN [Armed Forces of 
National Resistance], has confessed that members of Russia's KGB are in 
this country and that 2,000 Salvadorans received terrorist training in 
Russia at a cost of $50 million. 


According to a communique issued by the National Guard, "Commander Camilo” 
said that when they return home many of these "scholarship students” manage 
to infiltrate the government, some feign to renounce their ideology while 
others join trade union organizations and he mentioned the case of the 
FENASTRAS [Salvadoran Workers National Union Federation] controlled by the 
Central Committee of the RN [National Resistance] through the intermediary 
of Fidel Alberto Palacios. He also made very important disclosures which 
are still being investigated by military intelligence. 


National Guard Communique 


The communique says: Six key terrorist insurgents were handed over to the 
pertinent tribunals by the National Guard after conducting an investigation 
on their multifarious activities including assassinations, robberies, 
assaults and other brutalities against the defenceless civilian population 
in various parts of the country. These men are: Jaime Alverto Olivares 
Gutierrez, a.k.a. Commander "Camilo", age 27, medical student, Salvadoran; 
Victor Manuel Robleto Perez, a.k.a. "Ismael Antonio Rodriguez or Carlos 
Robles", age 25, Nicaraguan; Noel de Jesus Escobar Burgos, a.k.a. “Orlando”, 
age 22, student; Leopoldo Osmaro Lopez Lopez, a.k.a. "Yohanti", age 27, 
student; Julio Flores Rivas, a.k.a. "Chele Mingo", age 38, driver; and 
Exaltacion de la Cruz Hernandez Martinez, a.k.a. "Jose", age 33. The last 
four men are also Salvadorans. 


The first man listed, Jaime Alberto Olibares Guiterrez, a.k.a. “Commander 
Camilo” is a member of the Salvadoran Communist Party and was captured in 
the morning of the 13th of this month because he is currently a member of 
the Armed Forces of National Resistance which is one of the organizations 
of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front [FMLN]. He was given a 
test at the University of San Salvador by Americo Araujo to receive a 
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scholarship to study in the USSR, specifically at Patrice Lumumba 
University, from 1976 to 1981. He traveled to Moscow via Costa Rica, 
Panama, Spain, Holland with the coumunists Hector Crespo, Berta Jule, 

Javier N., Daisy Elisabeth N. and Jorge Castellon. He took an "inter- 
nationalist” oath to work as "a Soviet agent" in El Salvador. He was sent 
from this country to Mexico by the Communist Party and there made contact 
with Ricardo Bogrand, member of the Communist Party who got him into a 

group of antropology students and he also specialized in "Campaign Medicine” 
(Herbal Medicine "to do without pharmaceutical drugs which are hard to come 
by in the mountains"). ON completing the course, he returned to this 
country in March 1982 with orders to join the National Resistance [RN] and 
spent a year in the area of Guazapa carrying out terrorist activities. He 
acted as chief of logistics for the RN translating documents, processing 
scholarship students (going to Cuba and Managua), purchasing and transport ing 
supplies (footwear, clothing, drugs and so on). 


Further Statements 


Some of the documents seized from this man implicate the FARN and disclose 
additional details about its activities, such as the movement of funds of 
that organization. His cooperation has been very valuable. He has confirmed 
that 2,000 Salvadoran students have received scholarships to study in the 
USSR and this has cost the Salvadoran Communist Party [PCS] 50 million 
colones since 1950. All scholarship students sent by the PCS have returned 
to El Salvador, some under assumed names, and have joined the various 
factions. They are members of the KGB, the Russian intelligence service, 
and of the World Communist Party with headquarters in Moscow. Many of them 
have infiltrated the government while others feign to have renounced their 
ideology. Moreover he also confirmed that the RN controls the labor 
organization known as FENASTRAS which is headed by Fidel Alberto Palacios, 

a member of the RN Central Committee. He also said that Mario Cabrera, 
a.k.a. "Roberto", was the man who masterminded the theft of drugs from the 
Salvadoran Polyclinic. He stated that the most serious problem facing the 
RN was the offensive launched by the FPL [People's Liberation Front] 
accusing the members of the (RN) leadership of being social democrats 
including some social Christians and people who do not belong to any 
political party. These accusations brought by the FPL against the RN have 
resulted in the entire RN urban guerrilla joining the FPL while inside the 
RN leadership there is a "liquidation movement," a tendency to eliminate 

any member who wants to assume the leadership. Since the members of the 
organization who operate in the hills of Guapaza did not trust the honesty 
of the RN leadership--because they spent the money obtained from kidnappings 
in safe houses--he was sent there to carry out logistic work and had to 
abandon his medical work in the hopsital of Camapana. Jaime Alberto Olivares 
Perez, a.k.a. “Commander Camilo," said that while he was studying at the 
Patrice Lumumba University there were other Salvadoran scholarship students 
such as Mercedes Cecilia Guevara, Luis Alonso Sosa Castro, Manuel de Jesus 
Castro Ramos, Manuel de Jesus Villalobos Reyes. They all returned after 
making the same commitment and “bound by the Russian internationalist oath.” 
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Another Nicaraguan Implicated 


The second man charged, Victor Manuel Robleto Pi rez, a.k.a. “Ismael Antonio 
Rodriguez" or “Carlos Robles,” a native of Nicaragua, was captured on the 
l3th of this month because he was a member of the FARN, the armed branch of 
the Revolutionary Party of Central American Workers, the PRTC. He came to 
this country from Nicaragua and was assigned to the mass organizations of 
the PRTC where he was put in charge of explosives and weapons, a post he 
held until August of this year. According to the accused, the explosive 
and weapon workshops are located in the canton of Amatitan Arriba, district 
of Santa Clara, department of San Vicente, and his job was to make powerful 
explosive charges, hand grenades with fuses, “oletov cocktails and to repair 
damaged weapons. He also said that he received orders from Commander 
"Camilio", chief of the "Anastasio Aquino" Paracentral Front, to go on 15 
July this year to the El Panal Camp in the canton of £1 Marillar, located 
between Nuevo Eden de San Juan, San Gerardo and Estanzuelas in the eastern 
part of the country. He also said that he was given a grant to go to 
Nicaragua via Mexico to become a weaponry expert and was also given 
training in topography, engineering, medical assistance, tactics and target 
shooting in the canton of Cerros de San Pedro, district of San Vicente in 
September of the previous year. 


Weaponry Expert 


As for Noel de Jesus Escobar Burgos, a.k.a. "Orlando", he was seized for 
being a member of the terrorist groups of the alleged Armed Forces of 
National Resistance (FARN). He was recruited by a man using the alias of 
"Pancho" while he was a student at the Francisco Menendez National General 
Institute in the capital city. In December of that year he went to 
Nicaragua for special training as an infantry instructor and in the 
handling of weapons such as M-16, G-3 and Faln rifles and 38 mm, 22.9 mm 
and 45 mm guns. He returned to this country in December and joined the 
fighting groups where he remained for 3 years training the militias in the 
use of weapons. He fought in Cerro de Guazapa and Cerro Nejapa under the 
alias of “Orlando.” There he joined the General Staff of the FARN headed 
by a man known under the alias of "Misael" who paid his expenses while he 
was in Nicaragua. 


Leopoldo Osmaro Lopez Lopez, a.k.a. "Yohani", was captured for being a 
member of the FARN where his task was to carry out missions to destroy 
power lines, ambush convoys of the Armed Forces and steal cattle from 
different ranches. All these operations took place in the area of La 
Bermuda, in Suchitoto. He was also assigned to teach children aged between 
6 and 8 to read and to give them political talks in the camp of El Roble, 
canton of El Roblar, district of Suchitoto. 


The fifth man captured is Julio Flores Rivas, a.k.a. "“Chele Mingo" was was 
arrested for being an active member of the FARN which he joined in 19/5 
having been recruited by a man using the alias of "Gonzalo" and who got 
him into the FAPU [United Popular Action Front], a mass organization in 
the canton of £1 Zapote, in Suchitoto. He spent 5 years in that area 
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distributing propaganda material and recruiting people into that 
organization. Later he became ill and left the FARN for a time but 
rejoined it later because he needed the money. He also worked supplying 
food for the terrorists of Guazapa. 


The last man is Exaltacion de la Cruz Hernandez Martinez, a.k.a. "Jose", 
also arrested for being a member of the FARN which he joined in May this 
year. He was assigned to repair the radio transmitters of that organization 
and did it while cleverly concealing a safe house under the cover of a 
simple radio and television repair shop. Different types of transmitters, 
property of the terrorist organization FARN, were seized in that house. 


San Salvador, 28 September 1983 
Department of Press and Public Relations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE GROUP SEEKS U.S. FINANCING 
San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 15 Oct 83 pp 5, 42 


(Text) El Salvador needs immediate economic aid but not from bureaucratic in- 
stitutions. The ideal thing would be to create ad hoc institutions to hasten 
tne magnitude and effectiveness of the transfer of funds to this region, ac- 
cording to Roberto Murray Meza, president of the Foundation for Economic and 
Social Development, a free enterprise entity. 


Murray Meza participated in the work sessions of the U.S. Bipartisan Commission 
headed by Henry Kissinger. It was in our country for 24 hours this week. The 
commission held a series of consultations with the different sectors to learn 
the most pressing needs. 


During his speech, Murray Meza emphasized that, within El Salvador's needs, it 
is urgent to give priority to aid to small businesses. 


He indicated that there is a large number of small businessmen, craftsmen and 
farmers who have been affected by this crisis. They need short-term credits 
to be able to export high quality products. 


Because of the time limitation, he briefly mentioned some possible solutions 
to our economic problems. Murray Meza listed them as follows: 


a) General aid for industry and trade must be channeled in order to have an 
effect like the aid provided to Yurope under the Marshall Plan after World 
War II; it was implied that it could not be channeled through traditional bu- 
reaucratic government institutions like the IDB, AID, etc. 


b) Facilities for investment in infrastructure projects which has been seri- 
ously hurt by the present situation. 


c) More foreign investment in our country and favorable conditions between the 
government and the private sector--the same as between the U.S. Government and 
private sector--to achieve a significant transfer of U.S. capital to our 
country. 


d) A significant increase in facilities for insurance and guarantees that some 
U.S. institutions are already offering, unfortunately at levels well below the 
desirable and necessary amount. 
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Murray Meza indicated that there are institutions like EYIMBANK that facilitate 
insurance, guarantees for commercial credit and credits from private banks and 
financial institutions but certainly not at the levels that tne solution of our 
crisis requires. 


He said that the commission adopted a regional focus in its consu.tations but 
provided the opportunity for the points of view and idiosyncrasies and differ- 
ences of each country to be presented and considered. 


He said that they needed greater accessibility to broader U.S. markets, taking 
into account that there is already an excellent precedent in the new legisla- 
tion for the Caribbean area which provides certain benefits and incentives for 
products from this region to enter the U.S. market with tariff concessions for 
a period of 12 years. 


Murray Meza said that we can achieve anything because we have highly skilled 


manpower and proven management ability. What we really need is financing, the 
scarcest resource. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


TOURISM POTENTIAL SEEN AS NATION'S THIRD MAJOR RESOURCE 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 27 Sep 83 pp 3, 42 


[Text] Inaugurating "Tourism Week" yesterday, Ricardo Alvarenga Valdivieso, 
undersecretary of economy, underlined the importance of the "foreign tourism” 
chapter in the production activity as a preferential option to create jobs, 
increase tax revenues and improve the balance of payments. 


He said: "The tragedy which devastated Spain in the 1930's left that 
country totally bankrupt with a severely damaged infrastructure and an 
impoverished population somewhat demoralized. Ways had to be found of 
making an economic recovery. 


"That was when truly visionary men realized that tourist potential of that 
devastated country. They immediately set to the task of reconstruction 
after which they started promoting abroad the positive aspects of Spain's 
tourist assets: lots of sunshine and, more particularly, its rich cultural 
and historical heritage. This effort was rewarded by the arrival of great 
waves of tourists who poured into Spain and very soon these tourists made 

a real contribution to the economic recovery of that country. 


"This historic experience can teach us Salvadorans that tourism is an 
alternative way of solving the present crisis facing our country. 


"This is why right now when there is talk of ‘reactivating the national 
economy’ I think it is pertinent to stress the importance of the ‘foreign 
tourism’ sector in production activity as a preferential option to create 
jobs, increase tax revenues and improve the balance of payments. 


"Analyzing the growth of the tourist industry in El Salvador, one sees that 
while we have always had exceptional nature assets it was only during the 
decade of the 1970's that we started ‘marketing’ our country beyond our 
borders from the tourist viewpoint. 


"It was during that period that we made a positive effort to promote our 
tourist assets on an international level and we achieved encouraging results 
becoming a new place of tourism with great growth potential. Later on, 

when our political and social situation deteriorated as a result of the 
attacks made on El Salvador and on Central America and organized by inter- 
national communism, foreign tourism decreased sharply and the local tourist 
industry practically came to a standstill. 
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"Confronted with this very bad situation, the private sector of our 

tourist industry reacted with admirable ingenuity and competence encouraging 
our compatriots to utilize our tourist infrastructure and services thus 
preserving what had taken so many years of effort to build. 


"Although our difficulties are not completely over, now is the right time 
for those of us who are dedicated to tourism to join our efforts and will 
not only to revive our tourist industry but also to surpass by far what 
was achieved until 1979. 


"El Salvador has an obvious tourism potential and, without detracting from 
other alternative ways of achieving an economic revival, it is my sincere 
belief that in our country tourism must and can easily become the mainspring 
of total recovery for our homeland. 


"The benefits derived from tourism have been widely publicized but remain 
badly misunderstood. Some circles still look on tourism as a superfluous, 
costly and even elitist activity. This is completely wrong and far from 
the truth. 


"During the short period of time when tourism was developed in our country 
it generated, directly or indirectly, many thousands of jobs, helped the 
public treasury by bringing in significant amounts of money in the form 
of taxes and played a decisive role by bringing foreign currency and thus 
improving our balance of payments. 


"Now, what can be done so that tourism becomes once more the third major 
source of foreign currency, after coffee and cotton, as it was in 1978? The 
answer is not easy nor is the task. We are facing a lhiistoric challenge of 
working hard towards the measures required to boost the tourist industry, 
and thus avoid being accused by future generations of lack of foresight, 
courage and spirit of enterprise. 


"People have the wrong idea that more hotel facilities and better means 

of communications is all one needs to increase the flow of tourists into 
our country. This is not true. One must also make an effective promotion 
effort abroad and make it easy for visitors to come to El Salvador. One 
must prepare and train the staff who will be dealing with tourists directly 
or indirectly. One must promote the expansion of tourist infrastructures 
by every possible means and this task must be approached with aggressive- 
ness, flexibility and imagination to raise El Salvador to the tourist rank 
it logically deserves. 


"Now there only remains for me to reassert my firm belief in the advantage 
of developing and marketing our dear homeland from the tourist point of 
view not only for the sake of our economic recovery but also for the sake 
of the social and cultural wellbeing of 5 million Salvadorans who will reap 
the benefits direct or indirectly. 


"To all of you, my cordial greetings and sincree wishes of success in the 
tourist destiny of EJ] Salvador.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


"ANDES 21 JUNE’ CRITICIZES EDUCATION MINISTER'S STANCE 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 28 Sep 83 p 34 


[Text] The ‘Andes 21 June’ Association denounces the repeated refusal of 
the minister of education to grant us an audience. 


The Executive Council of the Andes 21 June Association formally and 
respectfully requested to be received in audience by the minister of 
education on 17 August this year to discuss the problems of the Salvadoran 
teaching profession but almost 6 months have gone by and the minister's 
response has been to postpone that audience thereby refusing to discuss 
and resolve the many problems of the teaching profession. 


Our association wishes to put on record that it will persist approaching 
the Ministry of Education and other government bodies until the problems 


of all teachers are discussed and solved. 


We report that the agenda for the above-mentioned audience contains the 
following items: 


l. Review of agreements reached in an earlier audience. 

2. List of demands. 

3. Miscellaneous. 

The first item in the agenda includes the agreements and commitments made 
during the last audience which took place in the first week of this last 


July and which are: 


a) That allowances and class-hours would be paid in July and August at 
the latest. 


b) Situation of teachers on detached duty: in areas of the interior of 

the country their situation would be resolved by August (for those who remain 
in their own region) and by January 1984 for teachers on detached duty in 

a region different from their own; the situation of those on detached duty 

in the metropolitan area would be resolved by October of this year. 











c) Payment of the salary increment which corresponds to a promotion to 
higher grade. It was promised that such payments would be made in August 
with retroactive effect to January. There is lack of agreement on this 
point and teachers are demanding that the higher grade increments be paid 
from the date of the promotion as agreed byour association and by the 
governing body of the Constituent Assembly. 


d) Medical and hospital care. The Ministry of Education has submitted 
to the Auditing Department of the republic a draft of regulations applicable 
to these services and soon as that draft is approved the services will go 


back to normal. 


¢) Insurance payment. Will go into effect immediately providing that the 
proper legal procedure is followed. 


f) Building and rebuilding of school infrastructures. The following 
schools will be built: two in Santa Tecla, one in La Paz, two in La 
Libertad. Priority will also be given to rebuilding lavatories, roofs 
and desks. 


%) Supply of teaching materials. Requests for these supplies will be 
addressed to the Regional Directorates. 


h) Change of entry according to the teaching. 


i) Drafting of a preliminary plan to aid to the families of teachers 
declared missing. 


\) Autonomy of teachers’ welfare. Three legal advisers will be appointed 
to prepare a preliminary plan of autonomy of teachers’ welfare. 


The following topics will be discussed in the heading of miscellaneous: 
a) Medical and hospital services. 
b) Payment of salaries and allowances. 


Payment of saiaries for newly appointed teachers. Case of some 800 
teachers under Schedule 3 of 1978 with monthly salaries of 530,000 colones. 


c) Payment of allowances and class-hours for the month of January. 


d) Situation of teachers under training with monthly salaries of 300,000 


colones. 


f) Financial aid to the families of teachers affected by the violence. 


Finally, we reaffirm our commitment to the Salvadoran teaching profession 
to fight for their most deeply felt needs. 








We demand a sulution to the problems of the Salvadoran teaching profession. 
We publicly request an audience for 30 September at 0900 hours. 
To confer dignity to the teaching profession. 


The Executive Council of Andes 21 June. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


DIFFEHENCES BETWEEN AD, PDC--The AD [Democratic Action] has clear ideological 
differences from Christian Democracy, especially the unacceptable mixture of 
religion and politics tne latter adopted, according to Dr Rene Fortin Magana, 
AD secretary general. Fortin Magana added that nis party views the devious 
positions of Christian Democracy in our country--since its foundation but par- 
ticularly in recent events--with reservations. Fortin Magana also made com- 
parisons between the AD and other ideological currents. "The socialists want 

a regime of general collectivization of the means of production which we do 

not agree with. We nave truly insurmountable philosophical, political, econo- 
mic and social differences with the communists. We can say the same about 
fascism in its different forms." Dr Fortin Magana found similarities with neo- 
liberalism. He said: "The neo-liberals preserve the system of freedoms but 
accept some types of restriction like the Antitrust Law, for example, or cer- 
tain measures to provide equal opportunities. There is no question that this 
tendency is very close to ours." He also said: "I want to stress:that ideolo- 
gies are good as a point of reference. However, if the house is falling down, 
we all have to prevent its collapse together, except for those who strive for 
that collapse." [Text] (San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 8 Oct 83 p 4] 7717 


RURAL HOUSING SHORTAGE--Thnere is a shortage in the country of more than 280,000 
rural nousing units. Therefore, there is a housing construction plan aimed at 
low-income families. Officials of PEDIPCRU [Integral Development Program for 
Small Rural and Urban Communities] announced this yesterday, making this ambi- 
tious plan a reality at the national level. The housing program responds to 
the acute shortage of rural housing since this is closely related to economic, 
political and social develcpment. They said that PEDIPCRU is under the MOP 
(Ministry of Public Works]. About 200 buildings with a total of 1,037 units 
are being constructed in Sabana Grande, Nahnuizalco region, Sonsonate Department. 
These will benefit the same number of low-income families. The nousing units 
have three rooms, a dining room and other physical infrastructure services such 
as access roads, potable water, sports fields, etc. It was reported that tne 
projects that the MOP carries out through PEDIPCRU have the support of the fa- 
milies benefitted through the "mutual aid" system and with their own funds. 
[Text] [San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 8 Oct 83 p 4} 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


INDIAN REPRESENTATIVES JOIN SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 15 Oct 83 p 5 


[Interview with professor Felix Sarazua Patzan, former member of Council of 
State: "Ethnic Groups Join Ranks of Social Christian Party"; date and place 
not specified] 


(Text) "Representatives of the ethnic groups that were part of the Council of 
State did not remain deprived cf their participation and civil rights and 
nave joined the Social Christian Party," said professor Felix Sarazua Patzan. 
He revealed how those groups continue their civic activities within the na- 
tional political panorama. 


The member of the Council of State recently returned from the United States 
where he participated in an educational exchange program. He stated: "My 
position has always been very clear. When I refer to the problems of the coun- 
try, | am not thinking only of the Indians in Guatemala. I am thinking of the 
Guatemalan population, the underprivileged Guatemalans, all the sectors. We 
must continue the impetus, the encouragement toward unity among all the Guate- 
malans. We have frequently pointed out that the peasant sector--which is 
called Ladino--always suffers the same as the Indians. Our needs as the poor 
class, tne middle class, are the same whether we are Indian or Ladino. There- 
fore, wnether Indian or Ladino, we must unite and seek participation in all 
the processes of development, especially the political process." 


EL GRAFICO: Why especially the political process? 


Sarazua Patzan: Mainly in the political process because, like it or not, it 
is decisive in every development role. That was the idea I maintained in my 
recent trip to the United States, invited by the U.S. Embassy. 


I introduced myself as an Indian but not with that sole thought but with the 
idea of Guatemala as a whole with its diverse parts. 


EL GRAFICO: What did you think when you learned that the Council of State was 
dismissed during your tour through the United States? 


Sarazua Patzan: When I left here, I already thought that the Council of State 
would be dismissed. When I learned about it there, the first thing 1 said was 
that it had been expected. 
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W4a5 4 little sad because it put an end to a channel that nad been used for 
a year by the underprivileged sector whicn could express its needs tnere. That 
is one side. The direct. but minimal participation that the Indians had for a 
year enced. With the dismissal of the Council of State, it was assumed that 
tnis participation ended. Tne Indians nad not nad participation in 400 years; 
we will see if another 400 years pass before the Indians participate in deci- 
Sions line those that corresponded to the Council of State. In that sense, it 
is still sad that the idea of someone or a strong, powerful group has prevailed 
to cut tne Indian out of that participation achieved after four centuries. 


What do you think about the idea of some parties that the elec- 


* 

* 
te cr } ia * f 
ns snould be advanced? 


Jarazua Patzans It is a mistake by those traditional parties because it takes 
a lot of time to work with the bases, to consolidate those ideas, to analyze 
tne events of the past and to instill confidence in the citizenry again. It 
taxes much more time than the amount stipulated in the timetable that was ac- 
cepted. That timetable is not desirable but it is necessary to begin an imme- 
diate constitutional process. I believe that the time that has been stipulated 
is fair although, as I said, not desirable because more is needed. However, I 
nelieve that the best thing would be to support the timetable that was agreed 
on by all tne committees and parties after a long study. 


EL. GRAFICO: Do you really believe that, in tne course of actual events, a 
broad democratic pluralistic plan is being developed? 


n: As events occur...there is some lack of confidence; the si- 

r the country is becoming obscure again. However, until now, no po- 
litical leader nas suffered any irregular situation. If that occurred again, 
it would be a problem. Really, we want the process to continue so we can nold 
elections. However, those elections must be respected. If this happens, the 
work can be further intensified. As I said, there is some doubt because of 
tne things that are happening. 


“i, GHAFICO: Is there any basis to think that an opening could be achieved? 


Sarazua Patzans Yes, it is possible. We are waiting to see what actually 


nappens. 
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El, GRAFICO: What do you think about amendments to the political laws? 

Sarazua Patzan: It depends on who asks for the amendments. If the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal makes amendments, we know that it is a responsible and non- 
orable team of jurists and, because of their experience, some modifications 
could be accepted. However, if the traditional political leaders ask for tnem, 
we all know that they will be asking for them for their own benefit, not that 
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EL GRAFICO: Do you see the same benavior in the traditional parties now, the 
same conduct as always? 








Sarazua Patzan: Yes, it is the same as always. They continue their systems 
of participation. 1 do not see changes in them. Changes cannot be expected 
from them. Perhaps some other new groups are trying to encourage changes be- 
cause the important thing is for those in national leadership to 
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COUNTRY SECTION l GUATEMALA 


REHABILITATION PROGRAM ESTABLISHED FOR AMNESTY RECIPIENTS 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 8 Oct 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The government of Gen Oscar Mejia Victores is putting a new system into 
effect to rehabilitate the peasants who have been victims of subversion in the 
conflict zones in the country. 


Tne plan, whose ultimate objective is to relocate the Indian peasants, is being 
administered by professor Julio Corzantes Estrada at the camp in Coban, Alta 
Verapaz. 


Tne plan is to “return to reality" the Indians who were deceptively enlisted 
in the guerrillas with offers of "their own land and better living conditions" 
from leftist leaders. 


Tne camp is located outside Ciudad Imperial. It has a population of 1,349 peo- 
ple from 247 families of the Pocom tribe; of these, 423 are children including 
21 orpnans. 


Professor Corzantes Estrada explained that the majority are from the villages 
of Xanuicachil and Chama. Their ages range from 1 to 70 years. He added that 
"the indoctrination had reached the point” that when the first Indians came 

to seek refuge at the military base, they did not answer to their real names 
but the pseudonyms that the subversive leaders had given them. The professor 
said: "That means that they were participating in subversion." 


With the aid of the army and private initiative, indispensable supplies for 
survival were provided. There are 499 women working in the kitchen and 427 
men cut firewood for cooking. For the first time, the children attend scnool 
which is located within the camp. 


According to professor Corzantes Estrada, the plan begins by "erasing the cas- 
sette that the subversives taped in their minds, retaping it with the truth, 
legality." 


There is a complete list of everyone in the camp which includes sex, age, state 
of nealth and occupation. Professor Corzantes Estrada explained that they 
constructed their cabins where they live since there are several carpenters. 
They obtained construction materials from state entities and private initiative. 











The women are responsible for making tne food for the entire community. Some 
of them make maguey rope which is sold at the local market. They use the 
money to buy the raw materials. Some children also participate in this. 


As to education, it was reported that the scnool age population atte 

email school that only nas one teacher right now. n the future the m 
of education, Mrs Eugenia Tejada de Putzeys, will send three more to 
gap. However, it was reported that they will have to be bilingual since the 


children speak Pocomchi and Kekchi. 


The 


fuat j On. 


Tne 21 orphaned children between 7 and 13 years of age present the saddest si- 
They nave no idea what is happening and what will nappen. According 
to them, they became orphans when armed men came to their ranches and toox 


their parents away. They have not seen them again. 


In snort, 
a combined 


one reason 


Clean mind, 


the new system put into effect "2. the government and the army *througn 
plan is directed at complete] enabilitating the peasants wno, for 
or another, were part of the Perea pts and relocate them with a 

a job and agricultural knowledge for the good of their community. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


ECONOMIC, SOCIAL FACTORS SEEN AS KEYS TO CENTRAL AMERICAN CRISIS 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 28-29 Sep 83 

{Commentary by Mario Rietti] 

[28 Sep 83 p 7] 


[Text] As Javier Perez de Cuellar, the secretary general of the United Na- 
tions, recognized in his report to the General Assembly of the organization: 
"When East-West tensions are added to regional conflicts, they only exacer- 
bate, make them more serious, and expand their nature, which is already pro- 
foundly destructive in itself." 


In a speech before the Council on Foreign Affairs of Baltimore, Maryland, De- 
puty Secretary of Defense Fred Ikle warned about the danger of partition in 
Central America, which could end up divided into a pro-Soviet bloc and another, 
pro-U.S. bloc, when the Sandinist regime in Nicaragua is consolidated with 

the support of Cuba and Russia. According to Ikle, Soviet military assis- 
tance to Cuba and Nicaragua is 10 times larger than the military assistance 

the United States is providing to all of Latin America. 


The countries of the Soviet bloc have been providing arms, via Nicaragua, to 

the Salvadoran guerrilla war and to other subversive movements in the region. 
In Honduras a guerrilla movement recently emerged in Olancho Department which 
fortunately was detected by the Honduran Armed Forces in t*me to prevent its 

consolidation. 


Various members of the Honduran guerrilla movement have deserted and have 
made statements which should serve to make all Honduran groups reflect that 
we are concerned with the future of Honduras, within the Central American, 
geopolitical context. 


According to the statements made by these Hondurans, they were surprised by 
people who, after offering them jobs abroad and a certain amount of money to 
support their families, instead deceived them and took them to guerrilla 
training camps in Cuba and Nicaragua. 


The training of guerrilla groups and the encouragement of subversive activities 
in the region are among the principal activities which the Soviet Union, through 
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Cuba, has been carrying on for many years. At the same time Commander Fidel 
Castro, in order to deal with the unemployment existing in Cuba, has sent 
guerrillas to different parts of the world. 


If we recall our history, the Alliance for Progress of President John F. 
Kennedy set forth measures and actions to be taken for a development policy 
which would make it possible to resolve the problems of poverty, hunger, ignor- 
ance, and unemployment, which are the factors which totalitarian subversion 
exploits. 


The failure to achieve the goals and objectives of the Alliance for Progress 
was used by international communism to begin a process of destabilization of 
democratic organizations in many countries of the region. This was comple- 
mented by sending a large number of students to Patrice Lumumba University 
and to other universities of the Soviet Union and countries in the Soviet 
orbit. 


On the other hand, oligarchic groups which have been opposed to social changes 
also bear a measure of responsibility for the present economic crisis, by 
opposing all those reforms of economic, social, and political structures which 
would affect their class interests or privileges. 


We consider that guerrilla activity and terrorist violence are not solutions 
to the crisis, since it is very difficult to build a more just society in 
which all persons can participate by destroying the economic and social in- 
frastructure of the area. 


We must find negotiated solutions which will permit the development of econo- 
mic, social, and political stability in the countries of the region. A stable 
solution to the Central American conflict will never be achieved through the 
use of force. 


[29 Sep 83 p 7] 


('Text] The efforts to achieve peace and a dialogue which are taking place through 
the so-called Contadora Group should lead to an effective and stable peace 
which will permit development in a context of liberty and social justice. 


We Central Americans must ourselves find solutions to the Central American 
crisis, within the framework of the special characteristics of our peoples, 
pluralist and participatory democracy, fundamental freedoms, and the desire 
for integration which we Central Americans have. The possible solutions must 
be found without external interference which may subject our just aspirations 
for peace, liberty, social justice, and democracy to the interests of strate- 
gies for world domination. 


At the most recent meeting of the Contadora Group a document was approved 
setting forth objectives which would establish the bases for negotiation 
of agreements within a global and regional framework and on a simultaneous 
basis. 








Kegarding the Central American crisis, it is appropriate to ask ourselves if 
it would not be better for our peoples, instead of continuing with the policy 
of the armaments race which Nicaragua has followed, to use those resources on 
development programs which would promote jobs, education, public health, and 
housing. The answer is obvious, and in the struggle between democracy and 
totalitarianism Honduras can be the balancing factor in Central America. 
Therefore, all of us Hondurans must unite to defend our territorial integrity 
and the democratic system of government which we have chosen by majority vote. 
The three elements of the people, the government, and the armed forces must 
always remain united to fight against subversion and terrorism fomented from 
abroad. 


The economic crisis and social inequalities are exploited by international com- 
munism to foment the class and guerrilla struggle in the region, as is happen- 
ing in El Salvador and recently in Olancho Department in Honduras. 


We must take the initiative and find possible solutions to existing social 
problems in Honduras. 


If we want to preserve freedom and democracy as our form of government, we 
must strengthen the economy and improve the investment climate in order to 
provide jobs, thus increasing living levels and the productivity of our economy. 


Economic stability is the basis of democracy, and development also requires 
security for investments. Therefore, we should make use of the long-term 
planning functions which the United States bipartisan commission under Dr Henry 
Kissinger is performing. The humanitarian, economic, and social aspects of 
regional have priority in the long-term political and diplomatic options under 
consideration by the commission. 


The United States wants to promote democracy in the region through free and 
honest elections. Speaking through the Kissinger commission, it considers 
that to strengthen democratic institutions, economic stability is required to 
eliminate the causes of subversion. Economic cooperation should be used in 
real development projects, including some of a political nature, like support 
for the National Registry of Persons. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


ELECTORAL OFFICIAL, OTHERS ACCUSED OF RECRUITING GUERRILLAS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Sep 83 p 3l 


[Text] Three peasants who allegedly recruited guerrillas and have been 
operating in the mountains of Olancho, were captured by police last weekend, 
and in statements made yesterday indicated that they were manipulated, since 
other people were really responsible. Among the people they accused is the 
deputy chief of the Electoral Department of the National Elections Tribunal, 
Miguel Angel Ortiz. 


Arrested were Jose Maria Gomez Bustillo, Florencio Molina Ramirez and Miguel 
Angel Cabrera Tejeda, 63, 43 and 44 years, respectively. They were intro- 
duced by the National Directorate of Investigations (DNI), and stated that 
they had recruited several youths more than 2 years ago, on orders from other 
people, but that they had not known that the young men were to be trained as 
guerrillas. 


Gomez Bustillo, former director of the National Union of True Peasants of 
Honduras (UNCAH), stated that over 2 years ago one "Samuel Hernandez” told him 
that there was an opportunity for several peasants to take a course on the 
organization and administration of cooperatives, as well as training for the 
development of a cacao project, in Panama. 


"I talked to several boys, and 14 of them were willing to take the course. I 
asked them their names and sent the list to Hernandez, who assured me that 
during the 6 months the youths were abroad, he would send 100 lempiras a month 
to each boy's family,” added Gomez Bustillo. 


The 14 young men were from El Progreso, Yoro. Their families did receive 50 
lempiras in the first months. "I was acting in good faith, hopeful that the 
boys were being trained for agricultural activities. But I became wary when 
Hernandez stopped giving me the money for the young men's families, and 
because after the 6 months that the course was to last, they still remained 
abroad,” he went on. Gomez Bustillo asserts that he did not receive any money 
for these activities, and that the 200 lempiras that he was earning at that 
time came from UNCAH, for his work as director. 
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Molina Ramirez 


Molina Ramirez indicated that he got involved in the problem when Miguel Angel 
Ortiz, deputy chief of tne Flectoral Department of the National Elections 
Tribunal in this capital city, sent him to San Jose de Rio Tinto, in the 
department of Olancho, to where Anselmo Molina Ramos was. He was to send back 
the names of the young men who were willing to go abroad to take the course on 
improving agricultural techniques. 


The four youths who were accepted to participate were Roberte Flores, Antonio 
Morales Lamate, Juan Argueta and Domingo Molina, "but I just followed Miguel 
Angel Ortiz’ orders, and I still don't know where they were taken,” he added. 


Molina Ramirez stated that when he realized the young men had been out of the 
country for a long time, he tried to investigate, but Molina and Miguel Angel 
Ortiz cut him off, ceasing communication with him. 


"The ones who are really responsible for this mess are those two people, since 
they did know where the boys were, and furthermore were the ones who gave 
money to the recruits’ families,” he indicated. 


He maintained that he was deceived, because Ortiz claimed to be a member of 
the Christian Democrats and a representative before the Elections Tribunal, 
authorized to send him to recruit youths in Olancho., "That is why, knowing 
that my conscience was clean, I decided to turn myself in to the DNI when I 
Jearned they were looking for me,” he concluded. 


Cabrera Tejeda 


Cabrera Tejeda stated that more than 2 years ago he was director of the El 
Progreso Cooperative, and that at that time he was visited by a community 
worker of the National Agrarian Institute (INA) whose name was "Jose Roberto 
Hernandez.” He was involved in promoting a course for agricultural training. 


"There were three of us who showed an interest in taking the course. The 
other two were Reynaldo Cruz Zuniga and Alexis Sandoval. We came to Tegu- 
cigalpa, from where we were to be sent to Panama. But at the last minute I 
decided not to go, and put my two companions in the hands of Jose Maria 
Gomez." 


Like the other two men, Cabrera Tejeda stated that the families of the 
recruits were to receive 50 lempiras for the time they were out of the 
country. 


"Nor did I realize that the boys were being trained to come back as subver- 
sives in this country; I became aware of this from the recent reports that 
these youths are now implicated in the guerrilla operations being launched in 
Honduras from Olancho,” he concluded. 


CA 








a.azar Meza 


UNI Director Juan Blas Salazar Meza, for his part, indicated that these three 
people are part of the guerrilla groups that are operating in the interior of 
Honduras, although indirectly. 


Salazar Meza said that yesterday the three alleged recruiters were to be 
remanded to the appropriate courts, where the names of the primary subversives 
in the country will be revealed. "I prefer that they be the ones to reveal 
the names of the principal culprits in court, although we already have those 
names,” he added. 


Salazar Meza indicated that he was awaiting only an arrest warrant from the 
courts to proceed in accordance with the law. 


The DNL director maintained that the group of guerrillas ensconced in Olancho 
has already been nearly destroyed by the Honduran army, and that the only ones 
who haven't yet fallen are the five elements who comprise the cell. "We hope 
that in the next few hours the army will have completed that mission,” he 
commented. 


Salazar Meza denied that Miguel Angel Ortiz, who disappeared in Tegucigalpa 
last Friday, is in the hands of the government's security forces. In his 
opinion, it is more likely that the Christian Democratic leader has been in 
the hands of his own comrades since he was implicated in the latest reports on 
guerrilla activities. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


CTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Sep 83 p 2 


[Text] The Seventh Regular General Assembly of the Confederation of Honduran 
Workers (CTH) voted to adopt a social democratic philosophy and try to inten- 
sify the struggle for social, economic and political progress. 


The assembly concluded last Sunday night, having adopted resolutions that will 
have a profound impact on the Honduran labor movement. The most important 


resolutions refer to overcoming the unemployment and underemployment crisis in 
the country. 


New Board 


A major part of the assembly's agenda was the election of the new board of 
directors of the Executive Council for the 1983-86 term. Despite objections 
that were originally raised to the reelection of Andres Victor Artiles as 
secretary general, there was a consensus on the need for the experienced 
leader to serve one more term, 


According to the election results, the new executive council of the CTH is 
headed by Mariano de Jesus Gonzalez (incumbent) as president, Jgnacio Adan 
Benitez (incumbent) vice-president, Neptaly Garcia V. as recording secretary, 
Aura Elena Zelaya de Torres as treasurer, Obdulio Caceres as auditor, and 
Andres Victor Artiles (incumbent) secretary general. 


The new executive committee was expanded by adding three secretariats: Wom- 
en's Affairs, under Ofelia Gutierrez; Peasant and Agrarian Affairs, under 
Jesus Ortega; and Union Enterprises and Cooperatives, under Erasmo Flores. 


In addition, the CTH delegates decided to organize and appoint members to a 
consultative council, which will be made up of five representatives of the 
Central Federation of Unions of Free Honduran Workers (FECESITLIH), 11 of the 
Trade Union Federation of Northern Honduran Workers (FESINTRANH), one of EACI 
[expansion unknown] and one of the National Union of Heavy Equipment Operators 
(SINEQUIPH). 





Seventh Day 


Among the resolutions adopted by the CTH Assembly 18 one regarding the inter 
vretation of payment for the seventh day and the thirteenth month, and as 
Artiles explained it, "that interpretation 18 not a juridical one, but rather 
one which deals with the way this constitutional principle 1s applied, its 
coverage and when it goes into effect,” 


"This is so,” he added, "because some businessmen are applying the payment of 
the seventh day and the thirteenth month in accordance with their own inter- 
ests, not interpreting the exact intentions of legislators,” 


Social Democrats 


Artiles indicated that as for the philosophical definition, the assembly had 
decided to adhere to the social democratic doctrine, "because after analyzing 
it we considered it the most appropriate for continuing the struggle for 
democracy and real social progress in the working classes." 


"However," he noted, “adhering to the social democratic philosophy does not 
mean that we are following a given political party, whether national or 
foreign; but we accept the ideology as our own, and will put it into practice 
as a labor organization, not a party appendage." 


Unemployment 


"Furthermore," Artiles went on, "we are already drawing up the document that 
we will present to the government of the Kepublic, explaining the unemploy- 
ment and underemployment rates, the effects on the population and the threat 
they pose to the nation's social and political stability.” } 

"We do not deny that the government is the largest employer,” he added, 
"because the private sector is fearful of the political situation that has 
arisen in other countries in this area, That is why we are directing our 
recommendations to the public sector, so that it will encourage private 
investment to promote more sources of employment." 


Terrorism 


Finally, the CTH secretary general stated: "The free and democratic workers 
of Honduras understand that we Hondurans are undergoing a critical period, 
because of the threats of extremist interventionism as well as the unemploy- 
ment that plagues the working class. That is why we feel it is time for 
workers and the government to unite in this struggle.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEF 


ANTIGUERRILLA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT--Yesterday the government decided 
to implement the Patuca, Olancho development project as a rapid means to 
counter the recent outbreaks of guerrilla activity in that region. This was 
announced yesterday after a meeting among the ministers of public health and 
CONSUPLANE [expansion unknown], and managers of the National Water and Sewage 
Service (SANAA), INVA [expansion unknown], the National Enterprise for Elec- 
tric Power (FNEE), the National Agrarian Institute, and other agencies. The 
officials announced the implementation of a plan which will bring electrical 
power, potable water, access roads, housing, health clinics, schools and other 
public services to more than 50,000 Hondurans who live in that region. The 
first step will be to build latrines and wells, and to make improvements in 
Public Health facilities, since at present in this region there are only three 
health clinics, run by a doctor, a nurse, a dentist and 23 community assis- 
tants, according to the head of Public Health, Ruben Francisco Garcia. The 
almost subhuman conditions under which these compatriots have lived for de- 
cades, and the emergency that has recently arisen as a result of the presence 
of guerrilla groups, have led the government to launch these projects. Ac- 
cording to the plan, small access roads and bridges will be built from the 
area of Azacualpa to Nueva Palestina, The Ministry of Communications, Public 
Works and Transportation already has personnel and equipment working on these 
projects, Finally, Manuel Enrique Cerna, manager of the INVA, reported that 
his institution plans to build 200 housing units to begin with, using the 
self-construction system, In addition, the plan includes the reconstruction 
of 125 peasant dwellings, which are now made of straw, cane and adobe. The 
plans to be developed will be carried out with additional resources available 
to these institutions, at the expense of other projects with lower priority. 
(Excerpts] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 24 Sep 83 p 56] 8926 


LA CEIBA ECONOMIC CRISIS--The Prisa Super Market Shopping Center has been 
closed in the port city of La Ceiba, leaving about 80 employees out of work, 
although they are receiving their social security benefits. La Ceiba is 
going through one of its worst economic crises. There is a long list of com- 
panies which have closed down and others which are about to go out of busi- 
ness, such as Standard Fruit Company, which has reduced its employment by 

50 percent; El Pulgarcito Clothing Company, which will halt production defini- 
tively, leaving all of its employees without a job; and the Casa Marrugat 
Super Market, which closed its doors at the beginning of September, leaving 

a large number of employees without work. On the other hand the La Macsa 
Cardboard Company has requested a close-down of 2 months, beginning on 10 
October, which will affect about 200 employees. Finally, the Atlantic Mar- 
garine and Soap Factory has asked its trade union to agree to laying off about 
75 employees. (Excerpts) [Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 28 Sep 83 p 13] 
5170 


67 


CSO; 3248/69 











COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


INTERIOR SECRETARY ADDRESSES INDEPENDENCE OBSERVANCES 

Bartlett Says Doomsayers Proved Wrong 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 17 Sep 83 pp I-A, 14-A, 28-A 
[Article by Carlos A. Medina] 


[Excerpts] Speaking on behalf of the administration, Interior Secretary Manuel 
Bartlett Diaz asserted yesterday that those who predicted that the 

crisis would shatter national unity and create ill-will among the forces 
that uphold the republic were wrong. He added that the administration 

had rejected wishful thinking and apparently popular measures that 

would only have fueled inflation and mortgaged the country's future. 


He described as ignorant of our nation's realities those dogmatic and 
opportunistic individuals who tried to take advantage of the situation 

to act “without direction and without foresight," adding that "the 
people of Mexico have dealt both a defeat." He then went on to say 

that faced with the threat of internal discord, "the president has 
responded with ongoing grassroots consultation, with respect for pluralism 
and with the preservation of individual freedoms and social rights." 


The interior secretary delivered his speech at the ceremony commemorating 
the 173rd anniversary of the start of the national independence movement. 
The ceremony was staged at the Monument to Independence on Reforma 
Boulevard and was presided over by President Miguel de la Madrid, who 

was accompanied by the representatives of the Judiciary and the Legislature 
and his entire cabinet. 


Bartlett Diaz Speech 


Here in front of this monument to the homeland it has been repeatedly 
said and must continue to be said year after year that the struggle 
for Mexico's independence was a war of political liberation and, at 
the same time, a social revolution. 


If the underlying purpose of civic ceremonies is to recall key moments 
in the history of nations and to use their teachings to illuminate 

the present and to spur the struggle for a better collective future, 
then we must once again recall today the profound significance of the 
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exploit that put an end to colonia! servitude and gave us independence, 
the beginning of a grassroots movement that saw emancipation from Spain 
as an indispensable step towards the social liberation of the oppressed 
segments of society. 


Let ws recall today that Mexico was born of and lives off a dual motivating 
force: national liberation and social justice under freedom. 


We must thus call to mind and point out the ideas and forces that spurred 
our rebels along the path towards emancipation. To delve into these 
ideals and factors is to give new life to the foundations of the homeland 
and, thus, the roots, the Liifeblood and the essence of the homeland 
itself. 


We were a dependent, protected community. The aspirations of our forebears, 
their determination to forge a common destiny, to assert their devotion 

to freedom and to build a society that could be called ours, were 
incompatible with a colonial regime. Our independence symbolizes a 
rejection of submission as a way of life. 


Independence is a rejection of a mother country that imposed laws and 
rulers, a rejection of being a mere cog in the machine of outside interests, 
a rejection of imposed trade arrangements, obstacles to industrialization 
and privileges for foreigners. In a word, it is a rejection of a system 

of extortion that was choking off our capacity for independent development. 


First, Hidalgo appealed for a struggle against colonial submission. 

And the Congress of Anahuac declared: "...dependence on the Spanish 

throne shattered and dissolved forever" and "guilty of high treason" 
anyone who directly or indirectly opposed independence. 


The struggle against colonial submission was waged throughout the Americas, 
and though the battle in each country was different, they were all 

united in the goal of independence. It is this common goal that makes 

us brothers, that serves as one more bond between us and that makes 

the self-determination of each and every one of our nations a banner 

that we all share. 


Under the colonial regime, a minority from the mother country oppressed 
an indigenous majority. The insurgents’ intention was to overthrow 
the Spanish minority and establish a new democratic social order. 


"Let us establish,” Hidalgo said, "a congress made up of representatives 
from ali of the cities, towns and villages in this kingdom...laws that 
uproot poverty and mitigate devastation and the removal of money, laws 
that put an end to greed and corruption.” 

Morelos, the living expression of "the nation's sentiments,” spurred 
the movement on towards its clearest social philosophy when he declared 
that the homeland would never be totally free until the tyrant was 














toppled, until laws that took precedence over men were established, 

until justice and equality were instituted, until wealth and poverty 
were mitigated and until the constancy of the people and patriotism 

were established as higher norms. 


The grassroots nature of the war of independence dictated its theory, 
its organizational principles and its goals. This is the origin of 

its far-reaching commitment to social justice, its essential humanism, 
its definition of the republic as an institution that serves the people 
rather than as a source of sinecures, its vision of law as a tool for 
organizing democracy, preserving freedom, establishing equality and 
carrying out social change. 


It was a revolution because it sought structural change rather than 
just to fill the vaccum of power left by the Spaniards. It sought 
both to end the colonial period and to change our nation's destiny. 
It did not seek a mere change of masters; it sought to end a dominion 
that was not the dominion of the people. 


Kut in addition to these material conditions, the success of the independence 
struggle cannot be explained without citing the unflinching determination 

of our founding fathers and people, who above all wanted to make Mexico 

a reality and be Mexicans. Among our people, political resolve preceded 
daily relations; the fortitude of the insurgents was vital. 


Thus, independence is not the political outcome of an economic and 

social process that has already concluded. It is a task. It is the 
result of a desire for radical reorganization, inspired by the people's 
demands for Liberation and justice. Independence demanded the rebuilding 
of society and inevitably led to a painful internal conflict. In short, 
independence was a revolutionary process that forged the nation. 


Even when the struggle was apparently flagging, the homeland throbbed 

with the indomitable tenacity of the rebels and their determination 

to give birth to our nation. It was an Il-year struggle full of exploits, 
defeats and falls. Born of and sustained by the people, the struggle 

held to its course. In spite of and perhaps because of the tribulations, 
a new people emerged, the Mexican people, a new nation, a new calling, 
Mexico, aS an experiment in the building of unity. 


Forged by the trials and tribulations of the people, by their demands 

and by their blood, Mexico emerged as an experiment for freedom, justice, 
equality, law and prosperity, an experiment embodied in the determination 
to build and defend the nation, to watch it grow and mature. 


We were not born of haphazardly, spontaneously or naturally advantageous 
causes, and we did not develop in a benevolent environment with established 
institutions and respectful conditions. We were forged in the struggle 
against a powerful enemy whose designs ran counter to our desire for 
sovereignty. In short, we are a nation that is prepared to wage every 
struggle and withstand every hardship to preserve the independence 

that the fathers of our homeland won for us. 
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By the time that the revolution of independence triumphed, our identity 

had been shaped and the seed of our regions had been planted. Thus, 

the counterinsurgency silently sought to sabotage our victory by reimposing 
centralism and denying the aspirations of the already distinct parts 

of Mexico as a whole. What was soon to be our federalist system represented 
a rejection of privileged classes and an affirmation of freedom and 
equality. In the glow of new struggles, our federal pact was victorious, 
and unity was consolidated as a fundamental element of our strength 
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Today we are commemorating the epic struggle for independence, the 
nation's first great exploit, which gave us autonomy, separated us 

from the empire and charted our initial course as a nation. But in 

a world of powers, of economically and politically unequal nations and 

of uneven development among peoples (imbalances that some try to take 
advantage of), the autonomy of emerging nations has been and is difficult. 
Independence must be won every day. 


Our independence was the beginning of a long process of building a 
nation, the embodiment and triumph of a collective determination to 

be, the resolve and determination to preserve and constantly strengthen 
that nation, 


President Miguel de la Madrid has called on us to wage the revolutionary 
struggle for national liberation and our social democracy with the 
same impassioned tenacity today as yesterday. We are truly living 


in a crucial period in the history of the Mexican people. 


Rebuilding the foundations of our economy, restoring our capacity for 

growth, reestablishing the worth of our institutions, public morality, 
authority, collective responsibility and unity in plurality among all 

Mexicans are essential tasks for preserving our independence, national 
identity and well-being 


fhe fate of the nation has been at stake. Tackling the situation to 
issure our future and rebuild the complex fabric of social solidarity 
has demanded political, economic and social action of a magnitude that 
can be compared only to the goal: to safeguard the independence and 
essence of the nation. In undertaking this action the homeland has 


drawn strength and courage from its people. 


All of the nation’s material and moral resources can be mobilized only 

by a truthful, mature and inspired leadership, joined together with 

a people who are indomitably determined to remain free. The extent 

of the effort to save the homeland has demanded of our government courage, 
self-restraint, consistency, an accurate diagnosis, irreproachable, 
revitalizing, orderly conduct, firm action and republican virtue. 


Thus armed, the government of the republic has taken on our difficult 
Situation without wavering. 











[re 16 tackling the situation armed with an explicit, up-to-fate, reasoned 
ideology based on a grassroots dialogue and supported by an unprecedented 
vote Our ideology is based om our history, and our course is unquestionably 
revolutionary. 


[t has tackled the crisis by strengthening our republican and democrat ic 
institutions, by enriching our constitutional legacy with in-depth 
reforms that specify the State's guiding role and the responsibilities 
of the public, social and private sectors, by instituting democrat ic 
planning, by giving municipalities a democratically conceived autonomy, 
by bolstering our social rights and by strengthening the guarantees 

for defending public morality. 


The roots of our history, the mandate of the people, the national program 
contained in our amended constitution demanded an appeal to our nation 

to strengthen our independence. The National Development Plan, which 

is a guideline for society and a mandate for the administration, is 

one more element in defining our strategy, organizing our actions, 
specifying our goals and assigning everyone his responsibility. 


[In a word, tackling the crisis demanded the involvement, consensus 

and unity of all Mexicans. We have reaffirmed the people’s aspirations 
in our guidelines and actions, dispelled uncertainties, updated the 
fundamental principles of our revolutionary doctrine and rediscovered 
the path of law as a tool for change. 


These are the specifics of the appeal to all Mexicans to struggle for 
security, harmony, peace and prosperity in our nation. 


Through its ideology, reform and consistent plan of action, the government 
was able to devote its initial months to getting the nation back on 

the right track. The president's first report to congress speils this 

out precisely. Returning to its original purpose as a document describing 
the state of government, his message objectively and straight forwardly 
compared goals and results. 


The return to republican reforms makes the exercise of the government's 
mandate clearer and enables the sovereign people to keep a closer watch 


over if. 


Temporary defeats, external and internal threats, crises and trials 

nave refined our nationalism and given it a revolutionary stamp. The 

primary significance of our historic legacy, of our revolutionary nationalism 
is that we have faithfully interpreted our nationhood in furthering 

the requirements of independence. 


The revolution of independence generated the forces, the men and the 
virtues needed to establish a new nation. In combating the crisis 

today, the people are generating the strength, the love for their country, 
the lucidity and sense of responsibility, the capacity and the competence, 
the daring and the serenity of peasant farmers, white- and blue-collar 
workers, professionals, technicians and businessmen, united in a passionate 
struggle to forge our destiny. 











in nation's society has been subjected to harsh tests and has proven 
unshakable because it 1s the work of the people and reflects their 
sentiments. This is the secret of our strength. Our system furthers 
the interests of the labor movement, the peasants and the lower classes, 
ind they are the foundation, the allies, the destiny of the revolutionary 
State With them and for them, our democracy promotes social justice 


and treedom. 


There were those who predicted that our difficulties were too much 

for the strength of character of the great Mexican people to cope 

with and they hastily announced that the national consensus would fall 
apart and there would be ill will among the forces that uphold the 

republ i¢ They were wrong because they failed to grasp the toughness 

of our society and the firmness of its ideology and course. As our 
maneuvering room narrowed, the president responded with new forms of 
involvement for all in our social life. Faced with the threat of divisive- 
ness, the president responded with continuous consultations with the 

le, with respect for pluralism and with the preservation of individual 
freedoms and social rights. 


fhe president has responded to the crisis by abiding by his historic 
commitment and attending to the interests of the masses. It became 
impossible to spend more than we were producing, and we thus had to 
generate all of our resources through our own efforts and, inevitably, 
through domestic sacrifices. 


Of course we could have resorted to wishful thinking, to apparently 
popular measures, but they would have clearly been ephemeral, fueled 
inflation and mortgaged our future. We could have refrained from asking 
all our people to make immediate, but temporary sacrifices and downplayed 
the inevitable permanent damage to the nation's future. 


In contrast, the policy of austerity that was implemented is an undeniable 
example of revolutionary realism, of responsibility, of courage, of 
a sense of history. 


We have tried to apportion the cost of the crisis equitably. Revenues 
were increased, thanks largely to a tax reform that progressive sectors 
had long been demanding, and even though government spending was cut, 

in the face of enormous limitations, social spending was maintained 

to safeguard the fundamental achievements of the masses. In light 

of the acute shortage of funds, we are pursuing a social spending policy 
with structural effects to safeguard the people's interests. Education, 
health care, jobs and housing are the basic elements in our economic 
strategy. This is how a revolutionary government responds to a crisis. 


The tasks that the defense of our independence imposes on us are domestic 
as wel] Dogmatism and opportunism both reflect an ignorance of reality. 
Dogma endeavors to replace the process, to deny the facts and to emphasize 
a fruitless, unrealistic course of action. It 1s an affirmation of 

values without a sense of history. Opportunjsm is the opposite. It 











is the affirmation of history without values. It is an attempt to 

take advantage of the situation, to take command of the process, regardless 
of what this process entails, and to act without direction and without 
foresight. The people of Mexico have defeated both of these approaches, 


Hidalgo, Morelos and Guerrero were willing to sacrifice so that the 
institutions of independence would develop and they were willing to 

make opportune retreats, to compromise in order to guarantee progress, 
while keeping their principles intact. Moreover, the people were confident 
at all times that these men were at the forefront of Mexico's battle. 
Likewise, the people today know that our country is not resorting to 
desperate measures or risky shortcuts or pointless violence or thoughtless 
squabbling among private interests. The people know that Mexico's 

battle, the battle for freedom and justice, is being waged within our 
institutions, in democratic debate, in the exercise of and respect 

for treedoms. 


Furthermore, De la Madrid has offered the masses more and better, not 

fewer avenues of expression, as well as a dialog with all, a respect 

for law, a fostering of unity in truth and with dignity, with the legitimate 
banners of the nation, with the spirit that inspired our independence. 


The task of national salvation is, thus, a grassroots task. This bitter 

and costly struggle against the crisis demands courage and determination, 
but Mexico has given a mandate for action, updating our national experiment. 
[t demands solidarity and enthusiasm from all, led by the president 

of the republic, to overcome adversity and to begin anew the construction 

of our historic destiny. 


Our nationhood has certainly bequeathed us the legacy of a strong people, 
the resolve to build independence and the determination to surmount all 
obstacles. 


We have been given the name Mexicans as part of the heritage of our 
forebears. Our lineage has a history, a homeland, a future; our history 
has a voice, a face and tomorrow, the voice that intones our beloved 
national anthem, the banner for which our heroes died and for which 

we are willing to struggle ceaselessly today, the tomorrow to which 
Miguel de la Madrid summons us, the tomorrow that we are building and 
heralding every day, the tomorrow that the people want, the tomorrow 

of Mexico. Mexico will pull through! 


President Reviews Military Parade 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 17 Sep 83 pp I-A, 8-A, 9-A, I0-A 
[Article by Jesus M. Lozano] 
[Text] We have a compact, well-trained and, above all, patriotic and 
loyal army, an army of peace of which all Mexicans should feel proud, 
President Miguel de la Madrid remarked yesterday after reviewing a 


military parade that was described as austere and in which 42,454 men 
took part. 











The parade, which also consisted of 2,484 vehicles, lasted | hour and 

55 minutes, which prompted the chief executive to comment: "It is very 

moving to see our army and navy, but it is also moving to see a nationalistic, 
patriotic people celebrating their independence with the same love 


” 


as always. 


"We are going to continue struggling for Mexico's independence every 
day." This was how the president concluded his remarks after reviewing 
the parade column, which included 124 flags, 886 pieces of ordnance 

and 4,780 horses. In addition, 57 aircraft streaked through the skies 
over the Valley of Mexico. 


He made his remarks in the Hall of Heroes at the National Palace moments 
after the commander of the column, Lt Gen Salvador Lopez Matamoros, 
reported that "all is well." 


Standing beside the chief executive on the main balcony of the palace 
were the two secretaries of the Armed Forces, four-star Lt Gen Juan 
Arevalo Gardoqui from National Defense and Adm Miguel Angel Gomez Ortega. 
He made his appearance at exactly 1100 hours. Honors were paid to 

him, but this time by a group of military bands from the First Military 
Zone and units deployed in the Valley of Mexico, which sounded a drum 
roll and bugle calls. 


The enormous band then played the customary numbers in a military parade: 
"quick step," then "assembly call" and finally "call to the colors 
and muster." All of the groups in the first army corps were thus ready. 


A detachment of 34 officers on dapple-gray horses, followed by Lt Gen 
Salvador Lopez Matamoros then appeared on 20 de Noviembre Avenuc. 
Lopez Matamoros rode up to the National Palace and asked permission 
to begin the parade of the first army corps. 


A group of 64 motorcycles in perfect triangular formation brought the 
first burst of applause from the crowd. Then came the vehicles carrying 
the military bands. The tradition of the command and rejoicing march 
tunes was thus maintained. 


The parade then began, during which the marchers would cover 8,411] 
meters from the palace to Chapultepec Park. 


First came the standards of the armored regiments, comnanded by Gen 
Jesus Gutierrez Robollo. 


Made up of domestically manufactured DN-IV vehicles, which can maneuver 
in the toughest terrain, this regiment passed by quickly, followed 

by the "Panhard" tanks, which are manufactured in France, are amphibious 
and have heavy firepower and radio equipment. 


Next came the First Armored Artillery Regiment, made up of half-track 
vehicles. 














At this point the crowd broke through the military barricades and filled 
most of the center of Constitution Square. 


The parade continued with all of the varieties of armored vehicles, 
each group distinguished by the type of mission with which it is entrusted. 


The next contingent consisted of artillery, and here was where the 
domestically built missile launchers made their appearance. They come 
in various sizes and are self-transported. Then came the howitzers, 
mortars, medical corps and light reconnaissance vehicles, in short, 

an entire mechanized unit, complete with its medical services. 


Following rapidly on its heels came the motorized cavalry brigade with 
its standards, as the traditional Dragona march was played. Applause 
rang out. 


The members of the Engineers Corps were next. They displayed modern 
equipment for the construction of roads, bridges and fortifications 

and rescue equipment. This corps also undertakes civilian projects, 
especially the building of schools. 


The “large units" then made their appearance on Pino Suarez Avenue. 
They consist of infantrymen in small units of various arms. They were 
commanded by Gen Luis Angel Fuentes Alvarez. 


Infantry battalions marched by with their bands and convoys; they sounded 
their bugles, which drew applause from the crowd. 


Each infantry unit brought along its support weapons, such as mortars, 
machine guns, missile launchers, etc. These highly disciplined army 
corps marched by in perfect formation. 


Behind them marched the paratroopers with their purple berets, the 
air force's distinguishing color. Once again applause rang out, this 
time for the young paratroopers, who bore themselves with particular poise. 


Next came the green- and white-helmeted members of the military police 
contingent, with banners and bands. 


Following in stark contrast came the white-uniformed nurses under the 
command of Maj Norma Sonia Vega Brahams. These are the young women 
who are in charge of making the lives of patients more tolerable. They 
were, of course, met with applause. Immediately behind them marched 
the girls in the administrative units with their northern-style hats, 
looking as elegant as their comrades. 


Even louder applause greeted the military academies contingent led 
by Gen Alfredo Ochoa Toledo, the director general of military education, 
who was accompanied by his staff riding spirited dapple-gray horses. 
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The cheers and applause grew louder as the crowd greeted the cadets 
attending the Heroic Military College. 


The soldierly discipline of these rigorously trained young men speaks 
for itself. 


Infantry, cavalry and artillery, the three basic units at the college. 
The crowd rose to its feet. 


Next came the youths at the Military Medical Academy with their yellow 
and black uniforms. Like the white-uniformed young women in the Military 
Nurses School, they too marched in flawless formation. Following them 
in the parade came the medical officers, the cadets at the Air Force 
Academy, the cadets at the Signal Corps School and the cadets at the 

War Materiel School. 


Next came the representatives of the peasant farmers and of the Rural 
Defenses, under the command of Gen Manuel Vallejo Montiel. They are 

ejido farmers who have received training in keeping the peace in rural 
areas, according to the instruction manual. The crowd was then treated 

to the spectacle of the Zacapoaxtlas from Puebla, with their broad 

palm leaf hats, white trousers with black cloth belts and shouldering their 
machetes. They are descendants of the combatants of 5 May 1862. 


Next came a new corps, the Rural Defense infantrymen of the State of 
Mexico, with their tweed uniforms. Applause rang out once again as 

the Cuerudos de Michoacan marched by with their red scarves, suede 
jackets, machetes and carbines. They represent an unforgettable reminder 
of the great Morelos’s War of Independence. 


Following them came Mexico's young men, the recruits, who showed discipline 
and marched quite well. One of them was a son of the president. 


They were followed by a special company of recruits wno are quartered 
at the Military Camp and doing their service in 4 months. 


Once again the sonorous Dragona march was heard, heralding the arrival 
of the cavalry unit led by a group of beautiful cowgirls from Chihuahua. 
They came all the way from there to display to us their beauty and 
their riding skills. They were wearing ten-gallon hats. They are 
descendants of Pancho Villa's northern troops [los Dorados de Villa]. 


In their wake marched a large cavalry unit, eight regiments of men 

and their mounts, as well as a group of transport vehicles. The cavalry 
performed a discipline exercise in front of the National Palace. They got 
on and off their trailers and proceded with the march. 


The next contingent was once again led by women, this time policewomen 
on motorcycles, followed by military and civilian bands and the women's 
battalion. 
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patrols from the Highway Police. 


the young women from the Chamber of Commerce School, 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BORGE'S VISIT TO GREECE, NETHERLANDS CALLED SUCCESSFUL 
Papandreou Emphasizes Socioeconomic Problems 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 28 Sep 83 pp 1, 14 
\Text| Athens--The prime minister of Greece Andres Papandreou reafirmed 
his "solid and total support” for the Popular Sandinist Revolution during 
an interview with Tomas Borge, comrade of the revolution, who ended an 
official 2-day visit to that European country yesterday. 


Papandreou likewise condemned the military interventions in Central 
America and said that the problems of the isthmus "are the result of 
poverty, oppression and the lack of justice.” 


The Greek chief of state affirmed that his meeting with Commander Borge 
waS an opportunity to "reaffirm Greece's support of the people in 
Nicaragua and of Central America in their fight for freedom, democracy, 
justice and progress." 


Papandreou Invited to Nicaragua 


Athens--Tomas Borge, commander of the revolution, had an interview with 
the prime minister of Greece, who informed him of "his firm posture in 
defense of tne principles of Nonintervention in the internal affairs of 
other countries, and of his rejection of the use or the threat of use of 
force against small countries." Andreas Papandreou expressed his "great 
admiration for the Sandinist struggle and the firm decision of the FSLN 
(Sandinist National Liber tion Front] to improve the conditions of ife 
of its people. Within Greece's possibilities, we are ready to seek’ the 
most effective way of helping you.” 


Commander Borge, who is minister of the interior, invited the prime 
minister og Greece to visit Nicaragua, and the latter said he would do so 
within the next few months. 


During the conversation with Commander Borge, Papandreou recalled the words 
of the President of Greece pronounced in the United Nations in the name 

of the ten countries of the European Economic Community, in which is 
reaffirmed that the roots of the problems in Central America are of socio- 
economic nature, on the fringe of the EBast-West conflict, 





in a brief statement at the end of the interview, the Creek prime minister 
also supported the peace efforts of the Contadora Croup. Commander Borge 
responded declaring Nicaragua's support for the foreign policy of the 
government of Greece, which he characterized as "consistent, just, bold 
and wise." 


In this areas, the Sandinist leader placed special emphasis on the Greek 
policy of opposition to the installation of more missiles in Europe, as 
well as its firm stand on the problems of the worldwide arms race. 


Solidarity 


Meanwhile, Commander Doris Tijerino, who is accompanying Minister Borge 

on his tour through seven European countries, had an interview with 
Margarita Papandreou, president of the Union of Greek Women. The Sandinist 
leader is herself president of the Association of Nicaraguan Women 

(AMNLAE) . 


According to what was announced, after a wide exchange of information on 
the situation of both countries, Mrs. Papandreou expressed her solidairty 
with Nicaragua and its peace proposal, while Commander Tijerino invited 

a delegation of Greek women to visit her country. 


Commander Borge also had a meeting with the Minister of Culture Melina 
Merkour! and with the Minister of the Interior G. Gennimatas. 


The Nicaraguan delegation left at noon yesterday for Rome, Italy, where 
it will carry out another official visit during 96 hours. 


[In that country, Commander Borge will see the principal political leaders, 
including the secretary general of the Communist Party of Italy (second 
in the country), Enrico Berlinguer. 


Meetings With Religious Leaders 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 4 Oct 83 pp 1, 5 


[Text] The Hague--During separate meetings with the commander of the 
revolution, Tomas Borge, the prime minister and the chancellor of the 
Netherlands reaffirmed yesterday that their country would continue to 


support Nicaragua politically and economically. 


lomas met separately with Ruut Lubbers, head of the government, and 
Chanellor Hans Van der Broeck. The Nicaraguan leader requested from 
the government of the Netherlands a donation of 10,000 tons of wheat 
and », O00 of corn. 


At both meet ings Tomas received support for the efforts for peace that 
Nicaragua and the Contadora Group are making to avoid a large-scale 
aggression in Central America, and which seeks to impose dialogue and 


negotiation in the area.... 








As part of a busy work agenda, the Nicaraguan minister of the interior, 
Commander of the Revolution Tomas Borge met with the principal leaders of 
the Interclerical Commission on Protestant Cooperation (ICCOI), where he 
discussed the relations of Nicaragua with the United States, and with the 
national church, as well as human rights... 


The Sandinist leader referred also to the relations between the hierarchy 
»f the church and the government, noting that possibilities of improving 
the relations between them have opened up with the appointment of Monsignor 
Pablo Vega as the head of the Conference of Bishops.... 


Finally, Commander Borge said that no European government of those he had 
visited has placed any conditions on its aid to Nicaragua, but rather they 
have all supported the Nicaraguan revolution and have rejected any 
military intervention in the Central American conflict. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORAL LAW COMMISSION CALLED POSITIVE 
Functions Outlined 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 22 Sep 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The chairmanship and Board of Directors of the Council of State 
announced yesterday the establishment of a Special Commission for the purpose 
of working on the Electoral Law, which will apply to future proceedings of this 
order which will be carried out in Nicaragua, 


rn 


Who Will Preside Over the Commission? 


Commander Carlos Nunez, when he made the announcment yesterday before the 
plenary session of the colegislative body, stressed to the committee members 
that they work "quickly, resolutely and firmly" to put forward a preliminary 
plan “in accordance with our conditions and that it be the most adequate 
model for the new reality that is being lived in Nicaragua." 


Listening To All Views 
He said the Electoral Commission that will work out or prepare this law, 
must listen to the views of all the political parties in the country 
"regarding the electoral and political model they deem suitable for 


Nicaragua’ and that after these views are expressed, they must act to work 
ut and prepare the plan. 


{ 
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A communique from the Council, issued hours later by its Department of 
News and Information, Press and Public Relations, specifies the following as 
‘regards the decision made: 


Communique That Ratifies 
lL) In 1979 it was decreed in the Basic Law of the Republic of Nicaragua 


that when feasible general elections would be held in accordance with a 
new electoral] law. 


2) The Council of State, an institution of the Revolution in which all the 
sectors of our country are represented, has gone on to keep this mandate, 











having approved to date the Law of Political Parties, which establishes the 
legal framework for the political parties existing in Nicaragua. 


5) With the serfousness that has characterized the Council of State, for 

3 months it has been meeting to put together the establishment of the 

proposed electoral law; for this purpose two mixed commissions were set up-- 
Council of State and political parties--that traveled to several countries 

of western Europe and Latin America for the purpose of studying the 

electoral systems of those countries and gathering their historic experiences. 


4) Continuing with this process of institutionalization, the Council of 
State has gone on to the formation of the Electoral Commission and the 
elections which will be held in 1985. 


9) The Electoral Commission to be set up by this lawwill listen to the views 
of the political parties on the electoral and political model they deem 
suitable for Nicaragua, will analyze all the studies which the commissions 
that traveled abroad gathered on electoral matters, and will carry out all 
the research needed for the purpose of submitting an electoral law designed 
in agreement with the revolutionary reality of Nicaragua. 


Members of the Commission 


6) The Electoral Commission will be made up of Commander of the Revolution 
Carlos Nunez Tellez, chairman; Subcommandant Rafael Solis Cerda, secretary; 
Domingo Sanchez Salgado, of the Socialist Party (PSN) [Nicaraguan Socialist 
Party], Mr Mauricio Diaz Davila, of the Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC), 
Or Mariano Fiallos Oyanguren, rector of the Autonomous National University 

of Nicaragua (UNAN); Mr Octavio Caldera Azmitia of the FSLN [Sandinist 
National Liberation Front]; Professor Jose Luis Villavicencio, of the Nationa] 
Association of Nicaraguan Teachers (ANDEN). 


Allan Zambrana Salmeron, of the Central Organization of Trade Union Action and 
Unity (CAUS); and Eligio Palacios Maradlaga, of the Sandinist Defense 
Committees (CDS). 


Advisory Commission 


Wwe are also reporting on the establishment of an advisory commission to the 
Electoral Commission -- adds the communique--which is made up of the following 
persons: 


Dr Roberto Arguello Hurtado, president of the Supreme Court of Justice; Dr 
Alvaro Ramirez Gonzalez, magistrate of the Supreme Court of Justice; Dr 
Edmundo Jarquin, minister-director of the International Reconstruction Fund 
(FIR); Dr Rafael Chamorro Mora, dean of the Facuity of Law of the Central 
American University; Fr Alvaro Arguello Hurtado, director of the Central 
American Historical Institute; Dr Fernando Cuadra, professor of constitutional 
law at the Autonomous National University of Nicaragua; Dr Horacio Arguello 
Carazo, attorney and Dr Roberto Evertz, another attorney. Also the legal 
advisory counsel of the Council of State. 





For Reyulation 


Yesterday also, the chairmanship of the Council of State announced the 
establishment of the commission that will establish the regulation of the Law 
of Political Parties, recently approved and immediately ratified and 
promulgated by the Government Council of National Reconstruction. 


This other commission will be made up both of delegates of the organizations 
and political parties, represented on the Council, as well as by five 
prominent attorneys from the Association of Democratic Jurists of Nicaragua 
(AJD), and the same legal adviser's office of the colegislative body. 


Sebastian Castro, of the Sandinist Delegation, was appointed chairman, 
and Angel Rosa Acevedo, of the Luisa Amanda Espinoza Association of 
Nicaraguan Women (AMNLAE), was appointed as secretary. 


The following were appointed members: Ronald Paredes, of the CDS [Sandinist 
Defense Committee]; Manuel Eugarrios Velazquez, of the Union of Nicaraguan 
Journalists (UPN) and Jose Maria Ortiz of the Association of Agricultural 
Workers (ATC). 


The leval advisers will be Drs Manuel Perez, Francisco Rosales, Roberto 
Ortiz, Rene Rivera and Ramiro Guerrero. 


Law to Educate 


rr 
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Commander Nunez, in making the announcement of the setting up of the 
commission that will draw up regulations for the Law of Parties, foretold 
that the proposed plan, like the law itself, "will cause heated debates,' and 
in referring to those who will make the blueprint for the electoral law, he 
stated that this plan--like all revolutionary laws--"must be eminently 
educational," 


The "Dark Swallows" Have Returned 


During yesterday's session, just as predicted, the representatives of the 
rightist sectors of the country reappeared, Julio Centeno Gomez of the 
"Constitutionalist Liberal Party," Julio Ramon Garcia of the "Christian 
Social Party” and Alvin Guthrie of the "Committee for Trade Unior Unity” 
(CUS). 


The aforementioned had thrown a fit when discussions were held of the 
proposed plan, ow approved, establishing the Law of Patriotic Military 
Service. 


The representative of the "Independent Liberal Party" (PLI), Dr Orlando 
Quinonez Torres, also returned. His representatives fought, without 
success, naturally, since nowhere does this occur, for military service in 
Nicaragua "to be voluntary, 
thought to be "very liberal." 


"an attitude that other members of parliament 








The PLI belongs to the Patriotic Revolutionary Front (FPR), in which it 
shares responsibilities with the FSLN, the Popular Social Christian Party 
(PPSC) and Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN). 


julio Centeno Gomez of the “constitutionalist liberals" said--upon the 
withdrawal of his movement from discussion of the Law of Patriotic Military 
Service--that they were, in his bloc, the "Sacasa Coordinative,"” those who 
did not agree to oppose this plan, "but the majority won." 


And, regarding return to the colegislative body, commenting particularly 

on the makeup of the commissions for the Electoral Law and Regulation of 
Political Parties, Centeno Gomez said that he believed it "was a mistake of 
the government" that no member of his rightist bloc was included in these 
commissions, holding in little esteem the notice that they too will be 
consulted, in accordance with arrangements made by the Chairmanship of the 
Council, as the will of the leadership of the revolution. 


Support for Attitude 


Shortly before the end of yesterday's session, the representative of the 
Nicaraguan Socialist Party, Domingo Sanchez Salgado, read a letter to attest 
to the fact that his group repudiates the denial of a visa to the Electoral 
Commission that intended to visit the United States to familiarize itself 
with the models characteristic of that country, and support for the worthy 
attitude of Commander Nunez in finally canceling the trip owing to the 
arrogance shown by the Reagan administration. 


Appointment Lauded by PPSC, CGT 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 27 Sep 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The recent establishment of an electoral commission is a sample of 
the political desire on the part of the revolutionary government to keep its 
promises, but the elections are no more than the institutionalization of 

the revolutionary process, stated yesterday the politicians Mauricio Diaz 
and Alejandro Solorzano, the former, of the Popular Social Christian Party 
and the latter, a well-known union leader. 


"This cannot be considered to be a tactical issue but a political phenomenon 
consubstantial with the process, and for us the Electoral Commission is a 
central pivot which must serve to fortify national unity," asserted the 
secretary general of the PPSC. 


"The FSLN and the Patriotic Front of the Revolution in general, are not speak- 
ing of democracy, they are making democracy," commented Solorzano when 
consulted, 


"The Patriotic Front of the Revolution has as its basic task safeguarding 
the process of democratic institutionalization of Nicaragua and fighting so 
that the opposition parties will be capable of acting to curb military 
counterrevolutionary attempts which, then, could be the sole factor which 
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might deter the government's wish to hold elections in 1945, states Mr 


Mauricio Diaz of the PPSC. 
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[f the opposition parties dispute this new step in the institutionalization 
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heen put forward: the holding of elections in Nicaragua he added, 
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As is public knowledge, an electoral commission of the Council of State 
which has now been formed will be responsible for writ 
electoral law which with a view to a holding of the ! 
Council of State will discuss within the near future. 
Diaz was of the opinion that all parties in Nicaragua should be aware that now 
their work must be dedicated to organizational strengthening of their own 
structures and "to debating and discussing counter-revolutionary attitudes 
with increasing energy and strength.” 


Lastly, he said that it is a matter of forming, shaping, adjusting and adapt- 
ing the legal code that will transform the new Nica ] 
to the international community that here there is p 
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legal institutionalization. 


For his part, Alejandro Solorzano, secretary of National and International 


Relations of the independent CGT [General Confederation of Labor], specified 
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that “we support in every sense of the word the establishment of the 
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‘The elements that call themselves democratic and that form part of the 
Ramiro Sacasa Coordinative, should also support it, because they are speaking 
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of democracy. It’s a matter of action, not just talk, he said. 
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[In conclusion, he added that "the candidates who mi! € 
irties, must contribute their electoral experiences to the revolutionary 
process. They have to participate in the elections or disappear 
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istorically, indicated the veteran union leader. 
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